
Spring 2022 term Brown Bag descriptions in chronological order 

 

All Brown Bags will be held on Wednesdays, in-person and via Facebook Live, from Pebble Hill, 101 S. 
Debardeleben St., between 11:30am – 1:00pm, unless otherwise noted. 

 

March 30 

David Housel presents his book From the Backbooth at Chappy’s: Stories of the South: Football, 
Politics, Religion, and More  

One never knows what the topic of discussion will be when taking a seat with the gentlemen in the 
Backbooth at Chappy's Deli in Auburn, Alabama. The topics change daily, often several times within the 
same sitting. The conversation is broad and knows no bounds. Throughout the day, conservative, liberal, 
and even some middle-of-the-road friends gather for breakfast to chat about the news of the day. Usually, 
the conversation is cordial and without rancor ... but not always. This book is a collection of the group's 
thoughts, recollections, hopes, and dreams. In addition to football, politics and religion, there are stories of 
friends and neighbors, and of people the gentlemen know only through the news media-mostly imperfect 
people in an imperfect world doing the best they can. Filled with Southern charm and keen insights, you'll 
finish this book convinced that the world would be better if we as a nation had more conversations like the 
men at Chappy's. 
David E. Housel has been the Director of Athletics Emeritus at Auburn University since January 2006. He 
is a former Director of Athletics for the Auburn Tigers Athletics Department. He was named Auburn's 13th 
Director of Athletics on April 1, 1994, after working in almost every area of the Auburn Athletic Department 
for the previous 25 years. He has dedicated more than 40 years to Auburn University, and was the athletic 
department's sports information director from 1981-94. 
 

 

 

April 6 

Rich Guether presents Auburn University Campus Planning and Capital Projects Update 
Rich Guether will discuss the recently completed and the under construction project Auburn Unniversity has 
going. He will also talk about future plans for Auburn University development. 
Rich Guether is the Auburn University Director of Campus Planning and Space Management.  
 

 

April 13 

No BB today 
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April 20 

Lee Anne Patterson presents Time to go Racing!   
IndyCar, NASCAR and bit of F1 too.   
A behind the scenes look at the sport of speed. 
 
The presentation is for new fans and old to gain an appreciation of the basics in rules, race strategy, the 
business of the sport…and of course, enjoy stories about the heroes and legends. You don’t have to be a 
mechanic to enjoy this presentation. If you’ve ever wondered why fans enjoy watching people drive around 
in circles, or what’s really happening for a driver at 230 mph or is A.J. Foyt as cool as you think – you’ll get 
those answers and more. A bit of history mixed with current performances – in the garage it’s called holding 
court and that’s just what Lee Anne will do. 
Lee Anne is a 30-year veteran of the sport and is classified as pioneer stock for women in racing. She 
worked as a Promotion Director at Sears Point Raceway (now known as Sonoma) where her first job was 
to introduce NASCAR’s Winston Cup Series to the San Francisco Bay Area. She had never seen a race! 
She went on to become one of the first women to run a national race series for Carroll Shelby’s Dodge 
Shelby Pro Series and then moved to Indy, where she co-owned and managed a team that ran in 
INDYCAR. 
 

 

April 27 

Elijah Gaddis and Keith Hebert present  
Rosenwald Schools and the Southern Struggle for African American Education 
This talk will focus on the story of the Rosenwald Schools, a collaboration between Black communities and 
the philanthropist Julius Rosenwald. Their efforts made education possible for thousands of Black students 
denied equal access by state and local schoolboards. Drs. Keith Hebert and Elijah Gaddis will discuss the 
history and legacy of these schools, and the efforts to preserve and interpret them.  
Dr. Keith Hebert is the Draughon Associate Professor of Southern History at Auburn University.  
Dr. Elijah Gaddis is an Assistant Professor of History at Auburn University.  
 
 
 
May 4 
 
Terry Ley and Ken Autrey facilitate OLLI Writes 
This Brown Bag program will be a series of brief readings from OLLI members who have taken Writing Our 
Lives (taught by Terry Ley and Cathy Buckhalt) or Poetry Writing (taught by Ken Autrey).  

 


