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Spring 2022 Course descriptions and Instructor biographies  
document updated: 3/07/2022, 8:30am   
 
Color Code:  Odd times, different locations, special events 
       
 
All-Star American Baseball Novels: A Starting Lineup 
Bert Hitchcock, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Books: 
Harris, M. (2003). The Southpaw. Bison Books. ISBN: 9780803273375. 
Harris, M. (2003). Bang the Drum. Bison Books. ISBN: 9780803273382. 
Malamud, B. (2002). The Natural. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. ISBN: 9780374502003. 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
“‘Puh-lay ball!’” Whether or not baseball should still be labeled our national pastime or ever have been 
called the quintessential national game, it is clearly the sport that has most inspired American literature. 
Highly placed in lists of the best baseball novels are "The Southpaw" (1953) and "Bang the Drum Slowly" 
(1956) by Mark Harris and "The Natural" (1952) by Bernard Malamud. This trio will be the reading-
discussion lineup for the course. Please read about half of each book for the two class meetings devoted to 
each novel. The very first session of the term will also include a quick teacher tip-of-the-cap to Ring 
Lardner, the writer whose "You Know Me Al" (1916) made him the patriarch of such American fiction. 
*Bert Hitchcock spent countless hours of his youth on baseball fields. Most of the rest of his life he spent on 
university campuses. He retired as a member of the English Dept. faculty at Auburn in 2008. 
 
Amazing Planet Earth: Adventures in Physical Geography, Part II 
Sonny Dawsey, Instructor 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18  (four weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Pebble Hill, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
This class is a continuation of the winter term class.The Earth’s surface includes a wide variety of physical 
features. The mountains, deserts, lowlands, rivers and oceans combine to form landscapes that are both 
interesting and beautiful. This course will examine the processes that produced these features. We will also 
look at the complex interaction between people and the physical environment. The class will be richly 
illustrated with images, maps and videos. 
*Dr. Sonny Dawsey is an Emeritus Auburn University Professor of Geography. He served as department 
chair and Director of the Institute for Latin American Studies. During his career he developed research in 
physical and cultural geography, primarily focused on regional studies in Latin America. He has taught 
many different courses for OLLI, including studies of maps, technology, human geography, and various 
regional studies. 
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Ambling About the Boundless Thicket of Organic Chemistry. Destination: The Structure of Table 
Sugar. Sweet! 
Peter Livant, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to fifteen students 
Friedrich Wöhler, a famous German chemist, wrote that organic chemistry was for him, “…a monstrous and 
boundless thicket, with no way of escape, into which one may well dread to enter.” He wrote that in 1835! Is 
organic chemistry today less monstrous, less forbidding than then? Alas, probably not. Be that as it may, in 
this course we will amble about Wöhler’s Boundless Thicket having no illusion that we are seeing the full 
breadth and depth of organic chemistry. We will try to understand a few things rather than to “cover” a lot of 
things. We will stroll semi-randomly toward a goal: an understanding of the chemical structure of table 
sugar, viz. sucrose. Ambling about the Boundless Thicket, we will (or might) ask: “What is an atom?” “When 
a chemist uses the word ‘structure,’ what exactly does she mean?” “How does a chemist write the structure 
of a molecule on paper?” “What are isomers?” “Why does an organic chemist carry a mirror in her brain?” 
“How does a chemist determine the structure of a molecule?” “Is it true that all altruists gladly make gum in 
gallon tanks?” We will not venture into the neighborhoods of the Boundless Thicket labeled: how to name 
compounds, quantum theories of chemical bonding, how to synthesize compounds, and reactions organic 
compounds undergo. The Instructor will not address the health and dietary effects of eating sugar. That is 
in someone else’s thicket, not Wöhler’s. The Instructor will go no faster than the assembled stroller-learners 
want. If a point is difficult, we will stop in our tracks and work on that. So, we might not get to sucrose by the 
end of the course, fair warning. Also, the Instructor will endeavor to make molecular model kits available to 
strollers of the Boundless Thicket, so we can build molecules and look at them from any angle. 
*Peter Livant taught Organic Chemistry, mostly, for 39 years in AU's Chemistry Department. Prior to that he 
was a postdoc at the University of Guelph, in Canada; before that, a postdoc and Visiting Assistant 
Professor at the University of Illinois, in Urbana-Champaign; before that he eked out a Ph. D. at Brown 
University in divine Providence, RI; before that he obtained his B. S. at City College of New York, the 
proletarian Harvard. His life before that was remarkable, albeit not in any way relevant to this course. 
 
Birding Basics 
Bill Deutsch, Instructor 
Monday | March 28 (Sunny Slope Conference Room), April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
8:30am – 10:00am | Sunny Slope Conference Room (March 28 only), Various Locations rest of class 
sessions. Class will meet in Sunny Slope Conference Room in bad weather. | Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to fifteen students 
This course is primarily for the beginning birder, and will be field-oriented. Inside class time will be used to 
talk about the natural history of birds, bird identification by sight and ear, identification aids, attracting birds 
around the home, and local birding locations. Most of our class time will be spent outdoors birding in the 
Auburn area at local parks and nature centers. Optional weekend field trips will be offered.  
*Dr. Bill Deutsch is an aquatic ecologist who enjoys birding as a hobby. He has birded in Alabama, in other 
parts of the US, and in several countries with an emphasis on natural history of birds and bird photography. 
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Blue Revolution: Aquaculture’s Role in Feeding the World, Protecting Biodiversity and Managing 
our Aquatic Resources 
David Cline and Stan Arington, Instructors 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5 (field trip), 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Pebble Hill, Classroom only except April 5 which will meet at the E.W. Shell 
Fisheries Station at 2101 N. College St. 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
Do you prefer wild vs farm-raised seafood? Come learn the difference and much more about the growing 
field of aquaculture. While aquaculture has been around for more than 2000 years, it has now become a 
potential solution to the world’s growing food crisis. Properly sited aquaculture farms equivalent to the area 
of Lake Michigan could produce as much seafood as is currently begin caught globally in the wild today. 
Farmers and scientists are working with more than 500 different species to provide food, enhance 
recreational fishing, protect biodiversity, and even supply medical and industrial needs. Topics covered in 
class sessions include and introduction to aquaculture, aquaculture production systems, Alabama bio-
diversity and aquaculture, introduction to aquaponics, and genetically designed fish. The class will also 
have the opportunity to tour the E.W. Shell Fisheries Research Center, on April 5. 
*Dr. David Cline is an Associate Extension professor with over 30 years of aquaculture experience in the 
commercial and educational sectors and is a past president of the United States Aquaculture society and 
current board member of the World Aquaculture Society. He is well known for his work with aquaculture 
education and as a champion of aquaculture. 
*Stanley C. Arington works with schools, civic and community groups and organizations to promote aquatic 
conservation and sustainability through education, research, and outreach. He is an award-winning teacher 
with 21 years of classroom experience.  Now retired from Auburn City Schools, Arington was an Aquatic 
Science and Marine Biology instructor at Auburn High School and Director of the Aquarium at Auburn High 
outreach program which was named the Best Environmental Education Program in 2016 by the Alabama 
Environmental Educators Association. 
 
The Canary Islands and the Settling of Europeans in the New World 
Rod Rodriguez-Kabana, Instructor 
Wednesday | March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4 (six weeks) 
9:00am – 10:30am | Sunny Slope Annex, Classrooom only 
Enrollment limited to 40 students. 
This course provides detailed descriptions of each of the seven islands with historical, geographical, and 
sociological aspects essential to an understanding of the key role in 1492 and succeeding centuries.  
*Rod Rodriguez-Kabana is Emeritus Distinguished University Professor who taught and performed 
research for 50 years at Auburn University in the Department of Entomology, Plant Pathology and 
Microbiology. He taught courses on cropping systems, plant nematology, plant pathology and presented 
numerous lectures on the impact of European and American cultures on Agriculture, Science and 
Engineering, as well as shaping the thinking and ideology of peoples on both sides of the Atlantic and the 
world in general. 
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Chinese Brush Painting 
Dong Shang, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Zoom only 
Chinese Brush Painting supplies may be ordered from Dong by emailing her at 
dongshang@hotmail.com.  Dong will deliver/mail the package to you. Please mail a check to Dong 
at 1700 Olivia Way; Auburn, AL 36830 or transfer the payment to her Zelle account at 2293476293.  
Chinese painting Supplies: 3 bamboo brushes, Chinese Ink, Chinese watercolor Paint, Rice paper 
(54x27") 5 sheets 
Enrollment limited to twelve students. 
This hands-on course is an introduction to Chinese brush painting and calligraphy. Chinese painting 
attempts to capture the essence of nature. It is the art of using suggestion and simplicity to imply reality. 
The sense of harmony that pervades Chinese culture is expressed in the traditional subjects of flowers, 
animals, and landscapes. Learn the basic brush strokes, composition, and spontaneous-style painting 
techniques. 
*Dong Shang is a native of China and has a degree in art. An art designer, she immigrated to the United 
States, where she has worked as a freelance artist and an art teacher. 
 
Color: Why We Cannot Live Without It 
Effie Albrecht, Instructor 
Monday | March 28, April 4, April 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Sunny Slope Main Classroom, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to twelve students. 
Artists are not the only ones who deem color as an important part of their lives. Nature and everything else 
around us do not manifest themselves in black and white nor in shades of grey. The origin and history of 
colors, the way they have been used in the arts and in everyday life and the psychological impact of "living 
in color" should interest everyone since existing itself is not monochromatic but a rainbow of primaries, 
hues, shades. 
*Effie Piliouni Albrecht taught literature and writing in the English Department at A.U. for more than 25 
years. She has taught classes at OLLI before. The course I am proposing is on "Color" because of her 
second vocation as a mosaic artist. 
 
Contemporary Economic Policy Issues 
Jon Haverman, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Zoom only 
Enrollment unlimited 
Economics plays a central role in the functioning of every aspect of society. It plays this role primarily 
through the actions of governments at the federal, state, and local levels. Given the centrality of its role, this 
course will address a set of prominent policy issues where economics is at their core. We will explore these 
issues in detail, including their origins as policy matters, the underlying data and evidence, and what policy 
levers are available to deal with them. The focus will be on what the economics profession collectively 
understands to be true about the issue. The structure of the course will be an initial lecture on the U.S. 
Economy. Subsequent lectures will be standalone, taught by a subject matter expert – all of whom have a 
Ph.D. in Economics. Potential topics include Climate Change Economics, Healthcare Economics, 
Economic Inequality, Autonomous Vehicles, and many more. The topics presented will be determined by 
what is most topical at the time of the course. 

mailto:dongshang@hotmail.com
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* Jon Haveman is widely considered to be one of California’s leading experts on the economics of seaports, 
goods movement, and international trade policy. He is also an expert in regional economies and local 
economic development. He is currently a Principal with Marin Economic Consulting, a boutique consultancy 
providing reports to government agencies, economic development organizations, and other organizations, 
in addition to providing expert witness services in legal proceedings. Prior to joining Marin Economic 
Consulting, Dr. Haveman was the Chief Economist at the Bay Area Council Economic Institute, a founding 
Principal at Beacon Economics, and the Director of the Economy Program at the Public Policy Institute of 
California. He has been a Senior Economist with the President's Council of Economic Advisers and an 
Economist with the Federal Trade Commission, and he has held a faculty position in the Business School 
at Purdue University. Dr. Haveman holds a Ph.D. and Master of Science in Economics from the University 
of Michigan and a Bachelor of Science in Economics from the University of Wisconsin. 
 
Contemporary Issues in Medical Ethics 
Jay Jones (no the sheriff), Instructor 
Wednesday | March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4 (six weeks) 
9:00am – 10:30am | Pebble Hill and Zoom 
In-person enrollment limited to 40 students, Zoom enrollment unlimited 
Today's healthcare providers are faced with medical ethics questions arising from law, regulations and now 
a pandemic. Providers must juggle rules that cover an array of issues such as supply and demand, efficacy 
of drug(s), privacy and propriety. This course will examine those issues and others. 
*With almost 40 years of healthcare experience including 20 years of inpatient and outpatient acute and 
post-acute care including physical rehabilitation, Jay Jones has been active in administration and new 
business development for numerous national organizations including HealthSouth, Hospital Corporation of 
America, Tenet Health and others. Jay was CEO/President of The Parallax Group, a management services 
company and former executive director of the Alabama Physical Therapy Association. 
 
Critical Elections in Modern US History 
Larry Gerber, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom and Zoom 
In-person enrollment limited to 40 students, Zoom enrollment unlimited 
This course will examine three critical elections in modern US history: the presidential elections of 1932, 
1964, and 1980. In addition to looking at the political campaigns in each of these elections, we will also 
discuss their impact on initiating new policy directions for the country and changes in the popular 
conception of the role of the federal government.  
*Larry taught in the Auburn Univ. History Dept. for over 25 years, specializing in modern US history. He has 
taught a variety of courses for OLLI. 
 
Desegregating Schools in Alabama 
Jason Bryant, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5 (six weeks) 
9:00am – 10:30am | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom and Zoom 
In-person enrollment limited to 40 students, Zoom enrollment unlimited 
May 17, 1954 would be a historic day and would influence education in the US with the verdict of Brown v. 
Board of Education. School leaders grappled with implementation of integration, and in many portions of 
the country, integration would be a slow and often tumultuous process for African Americans fighting for 
their rights to attend integrated schools. This course will discuss Freedom of Choice initiatives along with 
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implications that continue to impact our schools. 
*Dr. Jason Bryant is an Associate Clinical Professor of Educational Leadership and Director of the Truman 
Pierce Institute at Auburn University. His dissertation focused on school integration in Alabama schools.  
 
Discovering the Natural Beauty in the Heart of Auburn 
Morgan Pendergrass and Patrick Thompson, Instructors 
Wednesday | March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4 (six weeks) 
9:00am – 10:30am | The Davis Arboretum, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to 40 students. 
This course provides a broad, in-depth review of the history, benefits, collections, and activities of the 
award-winning Donald E. Davis Arboretum located on College Street in Auburn. Guided by expert members 
of the Arboretum staff, you will be amazed to discover all the ways this unique botanic garden continues to 
grow and evolve with extensive, nationally-accredited collections of trees and native plants of Alabama. 
*Morgan Pendergrass, Davis Arboretum Director, has 15+ years of landscape design experience and has 
worked on everything from Disney resorts to simple yards. She thrives on creating inviting natural outdoor 
spaces. 
*Davis Arboretum Curator, Patrick Thompson, has over 20 years of hands-on native plant experience. He is 
a certified arborist, expert in the conservation of rare and endangered plants, and leading expert on native 
azaleas in the Southeast. 
 
Earth’s Changing Climate – A22214 
David Newton, Instructor 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Zoom only 
Enrollment unlimited 
The videos for this class will be viewable on Canvas. To receive an invitation to view the videos on 
Canvas, you must be registered for this class by March 24. Late registrants will not have Canvas 
access to the videos. 
This Great Courses DVD course is about the basics of our Earth's changing climate. It presents evidence 
for what has become an overwhelming scientific consensus on global climate change and its causes. The 
result: You'll be better equipped to make your own judgements about appropriate policies to cope with 
climate change. The course consists of 12 thirty-minute lectures. Six deal with our understanding of climate 
and six address future climates and the human role in climate change. (Adapted from "Earth's Changing 
Climate" by Richard Wolfson, lecturer for this course.) Brief weekly up-dates concerning current 
developments in our changing climate and our mitigation efforts are planned. 
*David Newton is a retired member of the faculty of Auburn University. His interest in conservation and the 
environment began during the countless hours spent along the bayous and in the woods near the home of 
his youth in northwest Mississippi. In retirement, he and his late wife Raye traveled extensively, visiting all 
seven continents, concentrating on natural history. He has organized numerous classes concerning 
environmental and natural history topics for OLLI at AU. 
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East Asian Politics and US Policy 
Lawrence Grinter, Instructor 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
This course analyzes US foreign and security policies as they relate to and interact with selected East 
Asian countries. Topics include comparisons of Biden and Trump emphases, and US relations with China, 
the Philippines, Japan, the two Koreas, the South China Sea, and contested territorial legacies. Critical 
historical realities, and current events, are explored. Discussion is encouraged. 
*Lawrence Grinter has taught with AU OLLI for the past five years. Prior to that he taught in Auburn’s 
Political Science Department. For the previous 35 years he taught East Asian and US policy topics at the 
Air War College and the National War College. He made 32 visits to Asia, and was stationed in South 
Korea and South Vietnam. 
 
Ekphrastic Poetry 
Wendy Cleveland, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Sunny Slope Main Classroom (March 29), Pebble Hill, Scott Yarbrough House 
(April 5), Jule Collins Smith Museum (April 12 – May 3), Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to ten students 
Ekphrasis is the technique used when one artist responds to the work of another. Participants will discuss 
and write about the following art forms: pottery, sculpture, lithographs, photographs, and paintings. The 
poetic response might be a description of the art, a narrative of what the observer sees, or a reflection of 
why the subject engages the writer. Each week participants will share their poems. Guest speakers will be 
Joey Brackner, retired Director of Alabama Center for Traditional Culture; William Squires, retired Professor 
Emeritus of Sculpture at the University of Georgia; Lynn Katz, retired Librarian Emerita for Art and Special 
Collections at Auburn University; and Scott Bishop, Director of OLLI and past Curator of Academic and 
Public Programs at Jule Collins Smith Museum. 
*Wendy Cleveland is a retired high school English teacher and the author of the poetry collection Blue 
Ford. 
 
England in the Tudor and Stuart Period (16th and 17th centuries) 
Joseph Kicklighter, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5 (Zoom only), April 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00 pm | Pebble Hill, Classroom and Zoom | Class will meet via Zoom only on April 5 
Recommended Book: Smith, L.B. (1996). This Realm of England 1399 to 1688. D C Heath & Co. 
ASIN: B01A1M74Z0. 
In-person enrollment limited to 40 students, Zoom enrollment unlimited 
This class covers the 16th and 17th centuries, including the Tudor and Stuart periods. We will consider 
larger-than-life personalities such as the rulers Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, but additionally the development 
of the Anglican Church, the creation of the United Kingdom, and the significance of the "Glorious 
Revolution." 
*Dr. Joseph Kicklighter, Professor Emeritus of Medieval History at Auburn University, taught there from 
1975 to 2015 and still teaches part time there.  An undergraduate at the University of the South, he 
received his Ph. D. at Emory University. He has been teaching for OLLI since 2015. 
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In The Kitchen with Kesi - Preparing Jamaican Favorites 
Tanisha Stephens, Instructor 
Wednesday | March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 1:00pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to twelve students 
In this six- week course, we will make six delicious Jamaican inspired entrees and popular side dishes, 
while touching on the history and culture of the beautiful island of Jamaica. Tentative listing of weekly 
entrees - one per week: Oxtails, Jerk Chicken, Curry Goat, Escovitch Fish, Stew Chicken, Pepper Shrimp. 
*Tanisha Stephens is owner and lead photographer at Intown Imagery, a boutique photography studio 
based in Opelika, Alabama. She is an world traveler who loves to eat and cook a variety of tasty 
international dishes. 
 
Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Marilyn Vogel, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5 (six weeks) 
4:30pm – 6:00pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to 30 students 
This course will introduce participants to the basic practices of secular mindfulness meditation. Techniques 
of becoming aware of breath, body sensations, thoughts, emotions, and mind states will be taught through 
guided meditation session and discussion. Sessions will include brief check in, meditation sessions that 
start at 15 minutes in length and then may extend to longer periods with class consent, and sharing / 
discussion of experiences with other participants. Instructions will also include gentle movement for all 
bodies. Mindfulness has been shown through scientific studies increase clarity, focus, to mitigate stress, 
and increase positive emotions like compassion. Meditation can also process grief and sorrow, and 
generally see our lives more clearly. Participants are welcome to sit comfortably in chairs so that no 
additional 'gear' is needed to take this course. Participants can also bring meditation cushions and yoga 
mats if they wish to sit on the floor or practice in a lying down posture.  
*Marilyn Vogel serves on the faculty in the Geosciences department at Auburn University. She is also a 
long-term meditator having practiced on a number of long retreats and at retreat centers across the U.S. 
and in Asia. In 2021, she completed a 2-year training in environmental chaplaincy through the Sati Center 
for Buddhist Studies. She is currently enrolled in the class of 2023 Mindfulness Meditation Teach Training 
Program with Jack Kornfield and Tara Brach. Her current focus is mindfulness of the body and connecting 
with nature. 
 
iPhone Photography 
Mike Akins, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21 (four weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Zoom only 
Zoom enrollment unlimited 
This course offers all of you iPhone camera users out there a chance to participate in 
guided practice sessions to up your iPhone photo skills. All iPhone photographers are 
welcome to register and participate from beginners ready to go beyond “point and 
shoot” all the way to advanced iPhone photographers. Participants may use any 
iPhone model. The course covers best practices for better photography combined 
with the latest updates on iPhone camera and editing apps. You will be encouraged to 
complete three fun shooting challenges. Together we will share and discuss our 
photos and how to keep practicing to shoot amazing iPhone photos. 
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*Mike Akins (Ph.D., M.S. Instructional Technology) is an online learning producer, 
videographer, and personal tech trainer who collaborates with educators and creatives. 
He lives in Opelika, AL with his wife Betsy. Mike and Betsy are active OLLI members. 
 
King Cotton and the History of Alabama Agriculture 
Charles Mitchell, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, April 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom and Zoom 
In-person enrollment limited to 40 students, Zoom enrollment unlimited 
Alabama became a state just as the Industrial Revolution in Europe was underway. There was a 
tremendous demand for this new crop called "cotton" and Alabama was primed to meet that demand. It had 
accessible and fertile river bottoms and vast land resources ripe for agriculture. What it lacked in man 
power was filled with a uniquely American form of slavery. The resulting cotton empire shaped Alabama’s 
history and continues to influence its politics and social policies. This course will trace imperial cotton from 
its origins to its development in Alabama and how this simple fiber shaped our state and its people.  
*Dr. Charles C. Mitchell is a native Alabamian and retired Extension Agronomist and soils specialist at 
Auburn University. He has an intensive interest in Alabama history and how agriculture has shaped our 
lives. He was responsible for getting Auburn University's "Old Rotation" (circa 1896) and "Cullars Rotation" 
(circa 1911) sites on the National Register of Historical Places. He retired in 2016 as Professor Emeritus in 
the Department of Crops, Soils, and Environmental Sciences and currently serves as President of the Lee 
County Historical Society. 
 
Learning Spanish: How to Understand and Speak a New Language, Level I,  Part III 
Sylvia Cooke, Instructor 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, and May 2 (six weeks) 
9:00am – 10:30am | Sunny Slope Classroom, Classroom only 
Book: Learning Spanish workbook available during the first class session for $20, check only, 
payable to Auburn University. 
Enrollment limited to twelve students 
Spring 2022 term is part 3 of 4. This Great Courses DVD course is designed to cover the curriculum of a 
first semester college course in Spanish. Throughout the lessons, you’ll explore how to learn a language 
and start communicating. Your teacher, world-class language instructor Professor Bill Worden of the 
University of Alabama, has refined this approach over more than 20 years, distilling the step-by-step 
system that works the best for adult learners. As an integral part of the language lessons themselves, he 
teaches a set of learning strategies that will enable you to be a successful language learner and will help 
you actively use and remember the material. 
*Sylvia Cooke is retired after 32 years as a Spanish teacher, twenty of which were at Auburn High School. 
She taught all levels of Spanish from beginning speakers through preparation for Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate examinations. 
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Line Dancing: Beginners 
Betsy Keown and Wanda Knight, Instructors 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
1:00pm – 1:45pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Register for EITHER the beginner class OR the intermediate class. 
Enrollment limited to twelve students 
This 45-minute class will introduce students to line dancing. Basic steps and dances will be taught. We will 
dance to a variety of music - everything from Glenn Miller to Willie Nelson, Charlie Daniels, Little Big Town 
and many more. Not only is it fun, but great exercise for the body and the mind. Wear comfortable shoes, 
no taps, and bring a water bottle.  
*Betsy Keown has been line dancing twice weekly for twelve years and teaching for the past seven. She 
loves the exercise and the joy of performing at nursing homes and other venues.  
*Wanda Knight has been line dancing a little over nine years and has assisted Betsy Keown for several 
classes.   
 
Line Dancing: Intermediate 
Betsy Keown and Wanda Knight, Instructors 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
2:00pm – 2:45pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only  
Register for EITHER the beginner class OR the intermediate class. 
Enrollment limited to twelve students 
This line dancing class is designed for those with some line dancing experience. We will listen and dance to 
a variety of music - everything from Glenn Miller to Willie Nelson, Charlie Daniels, Little Big Town and many 
more. Not only is it fun, but great exercise for the body and the mind. Wear comfortable shoes, no taps, and 
bring a water bottle.  
*Betsy Keown has been line dancing twice weekly for twelve years and teaching for the past seven. She 
loves the exercise and the joy of performing at nursing homes and other venues.  
*Wanda Knight has been line dancing a little over nine years and has assisted Betsy Keown for several 
classes.   
 
Masterpieces of the Imaginative Mind, Part II – A2224 
Jim Barber and Herb Shivers, Instructors 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
9:00am -10:30am | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
The videos for this class will be viewable on Canvas. To receive an invitation to view the videos on 
Canvas, you must be registered for this class by March 24. Late registrants will not have Canvas 
access to the videos. 
In this Great Courses DVD course, we will discuss many of literature's greatest works, from ancient myths 
to the works of Nobel laureates, rely on fantasy. Even when there has been a dominant preference for 
realism, generation after generation of readers have been drawn to stories of the fantastic not only for what 
they help us learn about ourselves as individuals and about our collective selves but also for what they 
show about our social values. What can fairy tales and science fiction stories reveal about the psyches of 
individuals and nations? How does the literature of the fantastic reflect historical periods and 
preoccupations? 
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*Jim Barber is a retired construction engineer/contractor with four-score and a dozen years of experience 
that are cheerfully and thankfully in the past. He is working on his advanced degree in geezerhood, 
specifically, serial napping and advanced grumpiness.  
*Herb Shivers is a long-time OLLI member who taught at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, the 
Univeristy at Alabama in Huntsville, and the University of Alabama in Birmingham. He has also taught for 
OLLI at Auburn several times in the past. Herb is fully retired after a 36-year civil service career including 
jobs with the Army, TVA and NASA along with his professor positions. 
 
Race and Landscape at Auburn 
Elijah Gaddis, Instructor 
OLLI members will attend this class on Mondays by Zoom and Fridays in-person. 
Monday and Friday, March 28, April 1, 4, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 25, 29 (five weeks, two sessions per week) 
11:00am – 11:50am 
Monday class: OLLI students join by Zoom only.  
Friday class: OLLI students and AU students meet in-person at the Sunny Slope Annex; OLLI 
students may attend by Zoom if you cannot attend in person. 
Collaborative Class with Auburn University Department of History 
NOTE: This course will run for the full 16 weeks of the Auburn University Spring 2022 semester. OLLI 
members are welcome to join the class on Mondays and Fridays. Class meetings are 50 minutes long. 
Join the first ever class on the history of our university. We’ll look at Auburn’s history of town and gown 
through the people that lived, worked, and learned here.  
*Dr. Elijah Gaddis is an Assistant Professor of History at Auburn University.  
 
The Rise of Communism: From Marx to Lenin – A22223 
John Parr, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
9:00am – 10:30am | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
The videos for this class will be viewable on Canvas. To receive an invitation to view the videos on 
Canvas, you must be registered for this class by March 24. Late registrants will not have Canvas 
access to the videos. 
In this Great Courses DVD class, we will learn how communism has decisively shaped the modern world. 
After the Second World War, Marxist regimes ruled over one-third of the population of the globe. Even 
today, after the fall of the Soviet Union, communist ideas continue to steer current events in Eastern 
Europe and East Asia. According to award-winning historian Professor Vejas Gabriel Liulevicius of the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, to understand the inner dynamics of communist thought and rule (and 
the reasons they linger in places like Cuba, North Korea, and China), you have to go back to the crucial 
beginnings of communism. How did it become such a pervasive economic and political philosophy? Why, 
of all places, did it first take root in early 20th-century Russia? These and other questions all get addressed 
as part of a fascinating story that stretches from the intellectual partnership between Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels in the late 19th century to the Russian Revolution of 1917 to the death of Vladimir Lenin in 
1924. It's a story whose drama, Professor Liulevicius notes, “has few equals in terms of sheer scale, scope, 
or suffering.” 
*Dr. John Parr is a retired naval officer and Professor Emeritus of Electrical Engineering at the University of 
Evansville in Indiana. John earned his BSEE from Auburn University in 1969, his MSEE from the Naval 
Postgraduate School in 1974 and his PhD from Auburn University in 1988. John has long been interested 
in history and enjoys learning and has led many OLLI courses. 
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Russian History Through the Eyes of the Artist 
Jay West, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5, 12 (seven weeks) 
8:30am – 10:30am | Zoom only 
This study group will explore the origins of modern Russia, from earliest times until the revolution of 1917.  
While history will be our focus, we will access the past through works of art, architecture, and literature.   
For a thousand years the Russian artistic impulse has given visual testament to the historical currents of 
Russian political and social development.  Whether it be the intense spirituality of Orthodox iconography, 
the starkly realist paintings and novels of the nineteenth century, or the vibrant modernist experimentation 
of the early twentieth century, cultural production in Russia has faithfully mirrored the historical experience 
of the Russian people.   Literature will be our point of engagement with this intense national culture, and 
now we see, dangerous, national culture.  
Our classes will reference Orlando Fugues' cultural history book 
Natasha's Dance.  Participants are encouraged to follow along with the text each week. 
*James West earned his PhD in Russian History from Princeton. He taught at Trinity College (Hartford) for 
24 years, and Middlebury College for 15 years. Retired now, he worked in OLLI NWU Chicago for the last 
two years. James has recently returned from two years in Petersburg, Russia, where he taught at the 
European University. His permanent residence is Middlebury, Vermont. 
 
The Secret Life of Trees 
Anne Randle, Instructor 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25 (field trip), May 2 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Pebble Hill, Classroom only.  April 25 field trip. Details TBD 
Enrollment limited to twenty students 
This course will unlock the secrets of the trees and forests that make Auburn the loveliest village. Students 
will learn about native and urban forest ecosystems, the mechanics and growth of trees, and how to 
properly care for trees. In addition, students will learn to identify ten new trees each week. At the conclusion 
of the course students should have a basic understanding of arboriculture and be able to confidently 
identify 50 trees. 
* Anne Randle is the Urban Forester for the City of Auburn. Anne is a Horticulture and Forestry graduate 
from Auburn University and joined the City from University of Georgia Extension. 
 
Shorter Hikes at Chewacla State Park 
Harold Bruner, Instructor 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
1:30pm – 4:00pm | Meet at Chewacla State Park, in-person only 
No class fee, but you will need to pay the entrance fee of $4.00 (People 62 and older are $2.00) 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
Enjoy a thorough introduction to nearby Chewacla State Park with shorter hikes of 2-3 miles each. We will 
visit Town Creek, Moore’s Mill Creek, Chewacla Creek, Hidden Falls and cover most of the trails in the 
park. A small day pack is suggested. At least one hiking pole is strongly recommended. 
*Harold is a retired forester who now hikes for fitness and pleasure. He has hiked extensively in much of 
the U.S. including north Georgia and Colorado, and more recently in several Canadian provinces. Having 
spent more than 60 years in Indiana and Florida, he now enjoys the biodiverse landscape of Alabama. 
 



13 
 

13 
 

Silver Sneakers 
David Tillman, Instructor 
Monday and Friday | March 28, April 1, 4, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 25, 29, May 2, 6 plus whatever is required 
to fulfull your contract with Max Fitness (six weeks, two sessions per week) 
11:30am – 12:15pm | Max Fitness Center, 189 E. University Dr. Auburn, Classroom only 
All registration for this class is handled through Max Fitness. 
This workout includes fall prevention drills and exercises to improve strength and endurance. A chair and 
handheld weights or tubing are recommended. 
Max will be offering Silver Sneakers classes to OLLI members twice a week beginnning Monday, March 28 
through Wednesday, May 4. To take advantage of those classes you must either sign in as a member of 
the gym or as a Silver Sneakers member. OLLI members will be offered a Max Fitness membership at a 
special discounted price. If you have Silver Sneakers on your insurance or Medicare plan, you can use Max 
Fitness for free; you just need your Silver Sneakers number and your signature. If you don’t have Silver 
Sneakers, you can join Max for $25 a month, provided you sign a 6 month contract. This OLLI-exclusive 
package waives the $49 enrollment fee, reduces the 18 month commitment to 6 months, and reduces the 
monthly fee by 17%.   
*David Tillman is a certified Silver Sneakers instructor. 
 
Spring Gardening in East Alabama 
Charles Mitchell, Instructor 
Wednesday | March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Sunny Slope Annex, Classroom and Zoom 
In-person enrollment limited to 40 students, Zoom enrollment unlimited 
The heat, humidity, and long growing season in East Alabama can be a challenge to organic growers but 
offer an opportunity for year-round gardening.  We can grow just about any vegetable with a little care as to 
the season of the year we plant it, and there are some care-free fruits that thrive in your backyard.  A host 
of native trees and shrubs can thrive in your eco-friendly landscape. The class will offer lectures oriented 
toward the class’s interests and some hands-on activities for the spring garden in East Alabama. 
*Mitchell retired from Auburn University in 2016 after 36 years of service as Extension Agronomist-Soils.  
He has degrees from Birmingham-Southern College (B.S.), Auburn University (M.S.) and the University of 
Florida (Ph.D.) and taught for 4 years at Clemson University in South Carolina before coming back to his 
home state of Alabama.  In addition to working with farmers and county Extension Agents throughout 
Alabama on matters related to soils, plant nutrition and fertilizer use, he has taught Master Gardener 
classes since the program began in Alabama.  He and his wife, Peggy, live and garden near Loachapoka. 
 
Spring Mysteries I 
Julie Strong, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
11:00am – 12:30pm | Sunny Slope Conference Room, classroom only 
Books, in order that they will be discussed: 
Crosby, S. A, (2022). Razorblade Tears: A Novel. Flatiron Books. ISBN: 9781250252715. 
Hill, S. (2011). The Woman in Black: A Ghost Story. Vintage. ISBN: 9780307950215. 
Collins, W. (1999). The Moonstone. Penguin Classics. ISBN: 9780140434089. 
Enrollment limited to sixteen students 
The quality of a mystery novel often depends on the character and demeanor of the detective in charge of 
solving the crime. In the mysteries of this term, this is particularly true. Register and order your book early.  
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*Julie Strong has a BA in English and comparative literature from Columbia University. She holds a 
master’s of Education degree in early childhood education and in gifted and talented education. A retired 
teacher, she facilitates book clubs. 
 
Spring Mysteries II 
Harold Bruner, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
9:00am – 10:30am | Sunny Slope Conference Room, Classroom only 
Books, in order that they will be discussed: 
Krueger, W.K. (2019). Iron Lake. Atria Books. ISBN: 978-1982117504. Harold Bruner will lead. 
Nesbo, J. (2013). Phantom. Vintage Crime / Black Lizard. ISBN: 978-0307951151. Joanne Camp will 
lead. 
Searle, N. (2017). The Good Liar. Harper Paperbacks. ISBN: 978-0062407504. Judy Jones will lead. 
Enrollment limited to twenty students 
Participation in this class is an option for people who do not get into the 11:00 Tuesday Mystery class 
because of the enrollment cap. However, anyone is welcome to register. This class will not be reading the 
same books as the 11:00 Mystery class. We will have three different books presented by three different 
people.  
*Harold Bruner is an active OLLI member who enjoys reading good mysteries. He has been leading book 
discussions for OLLI for a few years now. 
 
Staying Active - Day Hiking  
Harold Bruner, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5 (six weeks)  
8:00am – 4:00pm | Meet at Sunny Slope. 
Class sessions: We will hike every week, weather permitting. Meet at Sunny Slope by 7:45am 
unless otherwise directed. 
There will be a $25 fee to reimburse volunteer drivers for their expenses. Payment is due the first 
week that you hike. 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
We will continue our tradition of moderate hikes of 5-10 miles within 50 miles or so of Auburn. This is a 
more advanced class with somewhat challenging terrain. You should be moderately fit and have 
experience in hiking these distances. If you have not hiked with this group before you may be asked to 
demonstrate your hiking proficiency prior to the first class. A small day pack is suggested. Hiking pole(s) 
are mandatory. The primary locations are different trails on or near Lake Martin, and FDR State Park near 
Pine Mountain, GA.  
*Harold is a retired forester who now hikes for fitness and pleasure. He has hiked extensively in much of 
the U.S. including north Georgia and Colorado, and more recently in several Canadian provinces. Having 
spent more than 60 years in Indiana and Florida, he now enjoys the biodiverse landscape of Alabama. 
 
Tai Chi for Health: A Meditative Practice to Improve Overall Health and Balance (No new 
registrations for Spring term) 
Kitty Frey, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 26, May 3 (three weeks) 
2:00pm – 3:00pm | Pebble Hill brick patio, Classroom only 
No new enrollments for this class. 
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Tai Chi also known as taijiquan is a centuries old exercise and healing art rooted in the laws of nature.  In 
this class we will explore the principles of tai chi while learning a short sequence of movements called a 
set.  Studies have shown that regular practice can improve immunity, decrease pain and the effects of 
stress, and be part of an effective fall prevention strategy.  It’s fun, easy to learn yet has great depth for 
continued learning.  Please wear comfortable clothing and flat shoes(no heels) and bring an open mind and 
willingness to slow down. 
*Kitty Frey is an occupational therapist and long time student and teacher of several mindfulness practices. 
She has her own business, Moving Matters, and has been teaching mindful movement classes since 2003. 
Because of its application to fall prevention and the ease in which the principles can be applied to improve 
posture and  everyday functional movement, she has focused on tai chi and qigong as a form of 
preventative health care. A long time certified Instructor with the international Tai Chi for Health Institute, 
she became a Master Trainer for the Institute in 2019.   
 
Two Visions 
Patricia Butts and Mary Ann Rygiel, Instructors 
Wednesday | March 30, April 6, 13, 20 (four weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Pebble Hill, Classroom only 
Enrollment limited to 40 students 
Booker T. Washington's autobiography Up from Slavery (1901) and W. E. B. Du Bois' The Soul of Black 
Folk (1903) are canonical works of American literature. These authors' opposing views of the Black role 
and prospects in American culture echo forward into contemporary discussions of race relations. In lecture 
and facilitated dialogue we will acknowledge the aims and achievements of each man. 
*Ms. Butts has over 20 years of experience in change management, public relations, strategic planning, 
program performance, staff development and education and training. Patricia’s career has always been 
about service. After serving in the United States Army, she worked with military families, in the states and 
abroad, at Fleet and Family Support Centers in the Hampton Roads and Commander, Navy Installations 
Command in Washington, D.C. Her passion for civil rights and the history of culture in Alabama evolved 
into an opportunity with the National Park Service. Patricia helped promote awareness and increased 
visitation for Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site, Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site, and the 
Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail, while in her role as a management analyst and public 
information officer. Her participation in the Selma to Montgomery’s 50th Anniversary ignited a call for 
action. Volunteerism and advocacy were natural progressions. Patricia has shared her time and talent in 
leadership roles with Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Alabama CASA. And, now with 
Lee County Literacy Coalition, Ms. Butts is skilled in working in complex systems involving the private 
sector, government, philanthropic organizations, community groups, and educational institutions. She is 
excited about the new direction of the organization. Re-branding and delivery styles will introduce increases 
in outreach, service delivery, and literacy rates in the state of Alabama. Every adult has the right to literacy. 
Originally from Virginia, Patricia calls Alabama home. Ms. Butts was appointed by the board of directors on 
May 1, 2019 
*Mary Ann Rygiel is a retired teacher. She has taught 3 distinct courses for OLLI on American Literature 
before 1900, including a course on slave narratives, and she has co-taught courses on Michael Frayn's 
play Copenhagen, on novels by Jane Austen, and on John Barry's The Great Influenza. 
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Walk This Way 
Bob Banks, Instructor 
Thursday | March 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5 (six weeks) 
8:30am – 9:30am | Meet at Toomer’s Corner 
Enrollment limited to thirty students 
Join us for this six week program designed to assist you in developing a walking exercise program. 
Students will meet at Toomer's Corner by the oaks each Thursday to learn about the benefits of walking. 
This course is open to novice and veteran walkers. 
*Bob Banks is an avid runner. He is a retired ALFA insurance professional. 
 
Whatever Happened to Folk Music, Part VI 
C. Mike Reinke, Instructor 
Tuesday | March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3 (six weeks) 
2:30pm – 4:00pm | Zoom only 
Zoom enrollment unlimited 
The continuation of a sequential, multi-term course, with slide-based Zoom presentations that explore the 
origins and evolution of North American folk and roots music. It features numerous audio and audiovisual 
examples of songs that range from centuries-old British ballads, to popular songs during the so-called “folk 
music revival,” to songs released in the last 10-20 years, best classified as “Americana.” It incorporates the 
folk music of African Americans and discusses how this music was separated commercially from Anglo-
American folk music. During Spring Term 2022, we will complete the topic: “Black and White Folk Music 
Intertwined—Occupational and Religious Songs,” and begin the topic “Folk and Roots Music: Composition 
and Instrument Fundamentals.” For more complete course information, e-mail the instructor 
at mikereinke68@gmail.com.  
*Mike Reinke grew up in the fifties and sixties during the peak of the folk music revival. While in retirement, 
he has developed a pronounced avocational interest in the history of American folk and roots music and in 
how this music has influenced American culture. He has been working on an OLLI course sequence on the 
subject for over three years. 
 
Writing Our Lives 
Terry Ley and Cathy Buckhalt, Instructors 
Monday | March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2 (six weeks) 
9:00am -10:30am | Zoom only.  
Book: Bragg, R. (2020). Where I Come From: Stories from the Deep South. Knopf. ISBN: 978-
0593317785. 
Enrollment limited to thirty-five students 
“Our lives are like a patchwork quilt, and it is only in the evening of life that we can see the pattern of what 
we have woven” (Richard L. Morgan, Saving Our Stories:  A Legacy We Leave). We all have life stories to 
tell!  Here is an opportunity to reclaim your memories, write about them, and share them with a receptive 
audience of peers. We will write each Monday morning, responding to stimulus prompts provided by the 
instructors. Recommended homework: finishing and revising what you have begun in class and reading 
self-selected memoirs, biographies, and autobiographies. 
*Terry Ley taught high school English in Iowa before coming to Auburn University, where he was a 
professor of English education. He has taught Writing Our Lives each OLLI term for sixteen years. 
*Cathy Buckhalt is a retired teacher from Opelika Middle School and Southern Union State Community 
College. She also was associate director of the Sun Belt Writing Project for many years. 
 


