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Yellow light for lecture series

A longtime campus leclure
series thal has been re-
sponsible for bringing such
luminarkes as Wiliam Sty-
ron, Cudera Welly, Richard
Leakey and Joyce Carol
Oates to Auhum University
for sneaking enpapements
is in danger of eclinction
due to loss of funding.

The Littioton-Frankiin
Locture Seriss In Science
and Humanilies was
established 'n 1968 o
bring some of the world's
loading thinkers In the arts
and sclonces to Aubum for
speéeches and small-group
Interaction with students.
About five ysars age, a key
benefactor, Atlanta-based
The Franklin Foundation
began reducing its support
of the lecluie serles in an
effort to emphasize its
funding for 2ducational

Auburn Mugezine 1 210

programs wilhin the state
of Georgia, says series
founder Taylor Littieton.
retired Auburn dean of
undergraduate studies
and vice president for
academic affairs.

Since then, the
Litthoton-Framkkn lecture
series has relied on
funding from individual
donors and various deans’
budgets. The only perma-.
nenl funding that remains
far the lectures Is about
$3,500 annually from the
estate of the late W. Kelly
Wosley 24, an Aubum
alamnus and former chalr
of the Franklin Founda.
tion, Littieton says.

Mere than 150 leaders
in the arts and sclences
have served as Franklin
lecturers at Aubumn,
Including post and novelist

Rebert Penn Warren.
cocumentarian Ken Burns,
physicist John Archibald
\Wheeler, conservalive
political columnist James
J. Kilpatrick and ferninist
theotist Carol Gilligan.

Uittleton hopes to
12it0 awareress amcng po-
lontisl donors of the naed
for funding to sustain the
series, which he says has
enriched Aubum’s irtel-
lectual lifo for 43 years.

“We can document,
of course, who cama and
went as Franklin lecturers,
when those visits teok
place, the dasses and
discussions which were
held,” he wrote of 1he
lecture serles more than
20 years ago. “But what
we cannot document are
the silent transformations
which occurred.”

The serles |s offered
in concert with Aubum’s
Human Odyssey Project,
which consists of a pair
of courses exploring the
Intersection of philesophy,
science, humanities and
the social sclences.
Students learn how
human societies have
dovaloped and discuss
toplcs such as ethics
in madical research,
sustainabllity
and even
quantum
phys:
ies.




