WILD 2050

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION HISTORY AND LAW

 I.
Instructor of record: Dr. Todd D. Steury
Office: 2347 Forestry and Wildlife Building

Office Hours: By appointment or any time my door is open.
Office Phone: 844-9253; e-mail - steury@auburn.edu
 II.
Course Description
WILD 2050 is designed to acquaint the student with the history of wildlife conservation in North America, the conservation problems that have arisen since European settlement, and the laws and practices that have evolved to remedy them. Prerequisites: None. Corequisites: None

III.
Text
There is no text book or course handout packet. All material will be covered via power point presentations and lectures. 
 IV.
Course Format
The course will consist of lectures, power point presentations, three hourly exams, and the final. Lectures will cover a broad account of wildlife consumption and conservation in U.S. history. Specific examples will be used to portray problems and solutions as well as to create greater interest. 
V.
Exams and Grading
Tests will be derived from lectures and power point presentations and/or other materials covered or assigned in class. Hourly exams will not be comprehensive in nature (i.e., they will cover only material not covered on previous exams), however the final exam will be comprehensive. No excuses will be accepted for missing an exam unless you have a bona fide reason (University Activity, Medical, Dean, or Instructor excuses necessary). Medical excuses require a signed Doctor’s note stating that you were too sick to take the exam. Please provide me with all non-medical excuses prior to the day of the exam. Do not miss an exam and then present me with an excuse after failing to show up for the exam - the only exception is if you are sick. Students who fail to take an exam and do not have a valid excuse will be given a zero for that exam. Students excused from taking a particular exam will make it up at the instructor's convenience. Make up exams will differ from the missed exam. In the event of any type of problem, call my office as soon as possible and either speak to me or leave a phone number and/or message on my voice mail. 

Exams will be completed in class and will be multiple choice administered via Scantron. You must provide your own Scantron sheets (blue), and please bring a #2 pencil to class on exam days. 

The presentation assignment will be worth 15% of your grade. Hourly exams will be worth 20% and the final will be worth 25% of your total grade. The standard grading scale will be used (i.e., 90-100% = A; 80-90% = B; 70-80% = C; 60-70% = D; <60% = F).

 VI. 
Assignment: Your Conservation Hero

Research and select your own conservation/environmental hero and give a 3-5 minute presentation with 1-3 slides describing:

1. Who the person is/was*

2. What they did for conservation

3. Why you picked this person – why did you connect with this individual

This exercise is meant to be fun and give you inspiration for your career. Feel free to be creative with how you present. For example, you are welcome to come in character as your person.

*Note the same conservation professional may only be presented by max 2 students. 

VII.
Class Attendance
Students are expected to attend all lectures, and I will take attendance, but it is your choice whether you want to come to class or not. Attendance will NOT be part of your grade, and will only be used for informational purposes by me. However, being present in class and taking notes is essential to your success. Also, out of respect for me and your fellow students, please make every effort to be on time to class. Important information given in class may not be contained in a classmate's notes. You will be at a distinct disadvantage if you do not attend class regularly. Class always will be held unless I specify otherwise or the university is officially closed. I will not provide my lecture notes to students. The student is responsible for acquiring missed notes from a classmate.

VII.
Course Objectives
1.
Have the student acquire sufficient knowledge about the history of wildlife conservation in North America so that he/she may act in an intelligent and logical manner while making decisions that will impact wildlife resources in the future.

2.
To familiarize the student with:

a.
The historical background of human-wildlife relationships and man's use and mis-use of this resource.

b.
The laws and practices that have evolved in North American wildlife management programs in response to items detailed in “a”. These will include 1) enforcement, 2) predator control, 3) refuges, 4) restocking 5) habitat manipulation, and others that are pertinent.

c.
State and federal administrative organizations and private citizen groups involved in the management of our North American wildlife resources.

d.
Selected present day problems and solutions of interest to wildlife conservationists.

VIII.
Academic Honesty
Students should become familiar with the Student Academic Honesty Code that is published in the latest version of the Student Policy eHandbook (http://www.auburn.edu/studentpolicies ). Students in this class are expected to strictly adhere to this code, and any violations of the code will be brought before the Academic Honesty Committee.

 IX.
Students with Disabilities
Students who need special accommodations in class, as provided for by the American Disabilities Act, should arrange a confidential meeting with the instructor during office hours the first week of classes - or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately. You must being a copy of your Accommodation Memo and an Instructor Verification Form to the meeting. If you do not have these forms but need accommodations, make an appointment with the Program for Students with Disabilities, 1244 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/ TT) or e-mail: scw0005@auburn.edu.
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Lecture Outline

	Lecture#
	Date
	Description

	1
	8/18
	Roll call, introductions, course objectives, beginning definitions

	2
	8/20
	Perspectives on wildlife conservation, wildlife ownership

	3
	8/25
	Our wildlife heritage - bison as a prime example

	4
	8/27
	Examples of early exploitation of wildlife resources

	5
	9/1
	Emergence of the American sport hunter/conservationist

	6
	9/3
	Land for wildlife – the first national park

	7
	9/8
	Saving America’s forests – the first national forests / Review

	
	9/10
	1st Hour Exam

	8
	9/15
	The plume trade / Review

	9
	9/17
	Teddy Roosevelt: The breakthrough conservationist 

	10
	9/22
	The Migratory Bird Treaty Act and its implications

	11
	9/24
	MBTA continued

	12
	9/29
	Some quests for a panacea – early state game agencies

	13
	10/1
	Dissension in the conservation ranks – the wildlife refuge system

	14
	10/6
	Hard conservation lessons learned by trial and error

	15
	10/8
	Hard conservation lessons (Cont.) / Aldo Leopold / Review

	
	10/13
	2nd Hour Exam

	
	10/15
	No Class – Fall Break

	16
	10/20
	Depression era conservation – Jay “Ding” Darling / Review

	17
	10/22
	Wildlife under the new deal – FDR conservation programs

	18
	10/27
	Bringing back the big ones – wildlife reintroductions

	19
	10/29
	The Eisenhower years

	
	11/3
	No Class – Dr. Steury at conference

	21
	11/5
	The pesticide era – DDT as a catalyst for action

	22
	11/10
	Wilderness and wild areas – the wilderness acts / Review

	
	11/12
	3rd Hour Exam

	23
	11/17
	The meat eaters – predator control and conservation

	24
	11/18
	Endangered species programs

	
	11/24
11/26
	No Class – Fall Break

	25
	12/1
	ESA (cont.) / north to Alaska – conservation in the 49th state

	26
	12/3
	Ideology in the white house - Reagan, Bush, Clinton, and Bush

	
	12/11
	Final Exam 8:00 AM


