After doing two internships, I thought that would be enough, but I would strongly encourage students who have the opportunity to do as many internships as possible. Even if it's only two days a week at something local, as much experience as possible is great to have once graduation approaches and it's time to apply for jobs.

Had I set out in the working world without this experience, I think I would have gotten a very fast wakeup call, and the news probably would not have been good.  The practicality of working is not something that can be taught in a textbook.  If not for this internship, I would have probably not known a lot of simple things like people notice when you show up at work just a few minutes early or late.  The bosses do note if you are dressed in a manner that conveys a good impression of their company.  Another thing that I learned from this wonderful experience is to keep out of office politics.  Like my mother always said, "If you can't say anything nice, don't say anything at all."  What wonderful advice when you are trying to negotiate your way around a business that is filled with different personality types and long-standing relationships and issues.

The thing that is so scary and overwhelming about Auburn’s internship program is the freedom of it all.  It was freedom that allowed me to pick New York City, a place where I had never been, and decide to intern there.  It was freedom (and a little bit of Auburn alumni connections, apparently) that allowed me to apply for the internship at Fox.  It is this freedom that I completely feared at first, wishing it away and wanting a more structured internship program, wanting Auburn to better suit me for the endless possibilities.  But it was this fear and anxiety that eventually birthed the most valuable aspect of the internship.  I came to New York not knowing anyone, not having a place to live, and not knowing my way around, subways or no, and within a week found an apartment, figured out the subways, and met people who would eventually become my friends.  I would have to say that the most rewarding thing, overall, was not the internship itself, but rather the fact that I, someone born and raised in Alabama, can come to New York City, and eventually feel at ease in the daily dealings the city has to offer.  So while at first the loose structure of Auburn’s internship program was a cause for grief, it eventually turned out to be one of its greatest strengths, preparing me more thoroughly and completely for the “real world” than any other learning experience before. 

There are several important things I learned through this experience. I know now that sometimes you have to shut your mouth even when you believe you're right. I have found some people are rude and not helpful (no matter how nice you are to them). Also, web design is a great thing to understand in today's corporate culture. And, I have discovered that it is very beneficial to understand how individual company decisions are made before working there. A very valuable piece of advice my supervisor gave me one day is that you should always ask about how management is constructed among companies since it varies so significantly.

While I believe that the Department of Communication internship

requirement is a very useful tool in preparing college students for life

after graduation, I must admit that I feel I have not taken complete

advantage of the experience.  I allowed myself to remain in my personal

comfort zone.  As invaluable as this experience has been, looking back,

I cannot say that there would be nothing I would change.  I have learned

so much about the responsibilities of life outside of the classroom,

however, I do feel that I could have learned so much more if I had only

forced myself to really search for the "perfect" internship for my

actual career goals.  

As I go into the "real world" having this internship experience was good for me to start out as a professional. I learned responsibilities of working: being on time, dressing professionally, working hard, and having supervisors ect is all part of having a job. I am very aware that I will be starting out at the bottom of any company that I work for* only to work myself up. I know that I am starting all over and I am looking forward to that. Having an internship only gives me more of a competitive edge because I got experience from that.

Before I interned I wasn't excited about having to do it but after completing my

internship I realized this was probably the best thing Auburn made me do.  Being able to utilize all the skills that I was taught at Auburn in a real-life situation is the best learning experience in the world.

This experience finally opened my eyes to the real world. I will be the first to admit that I am not the most responsible person, but I have come to realize that responsibility sets a good employee apart from an excellent employee. I am in this internship because of my lack of willingness to get up and get an internship earlier in the school year,

but everything happens for a reason.

As a whole I believe that this internship was successful in furthering my knowledge of a career in the field of marketing. While being immersed in a company 40 hours a week for two and half months, I saw the pressure of deadlines, importance of appearance, the value of being a self motivator and the joy of loving your job. 

I would like to start off by saying that I could not have asked for a better intership experience.  This was a tough, stressful job that required all of my energy and time this summer.  But all of the stress was very worth the fun that I had in this job.

The internship is very important in my opinion.  If I could change something about my college career, it would be that I interned more than once.  Now that my internship is over I wish that I had the opportunity to try other jobs.  Interning is the best way to find out if you fit into that particular career. It also helps you learn and gain so much

experience that you would not have had without being in the work force instead of the classroom. 

Over the past few months I feel like I have gained so much experience and real world wisdom.  I feel that I now have a good idea what it is like to run your own business and what it is like to work closely with the public on a day-to-day basis.  I am so grateful for this experience in a somewhat sheltered environment.  I now feel ready to conquer the world.  

The first few days of my experience at EMI Music Group were hectic and sweat filled as I tried to acclimate my self to the speed and intricacies of the 9 to 5 work day. Once I got into a routine and learned the jargon of the office I quickly began to enjoy my work day. The experiences that I have had this summer will be invaluable this fall as I move into another job. Experiencing full work days and all their bumps and turns is something the classroom can never replicate with lectures and exams. The hands on, often pressure filled, work that I experienced will be a great advantage to me in my next work setting. Other than a monotonous task every now and then (which is to be expected as an intern) I have only praise for my experience this summer. It is impossible to understand the value of an internship until after you have done it. Going into this summer I saw very little necessity in the internship requirement, but now that I have completed it and will be working at a real job soon I can't imagine showing up to an interview or job with out the experiences I have had this summer. 

This internship has been a valuable one in that I have learned how to work with many types of people in many types of situations.  It has taught me to not take things so personally, that business is business and it is not personal. 

More than anything, though, I have learned through my internship the value of hard work and how to work as a team with other people.  Everyone must do their part and work as a team to meet monthly and yearly goals.  Just being able to see how a business works and what really goes on beyond what you see on the surface has been an experience I can take with me.  Having this internship has been a great lesson in how to cope with real problems and situations.  I now feel more prepared to obtain my goals and have the career I have always wanted.  

My experience at McNeely Pigott & Fox (MP&F) has been outstanding. I know that not very student is fortunate enough to obtain an internship that will provide them with as much hands-on experience as mine has, but I wish that every student could. Everything I was taught in my undergraduate classes was put into practice while at MP&F, from introductory courses such as Newspaper Fundamentals (affect, effect) to upper level classes like Writing in Public Relations (pitch memos, news releases).

I think the internship is a great opportunity for college students to get ready for the real world and grow up. I think if I answered this question before my internship, I would ask, why do we have to do internships at all,  aren't college classes enough? But now I know,

college classes aren't enough, I got first hand experience in the "real world". Got my feet wet a little bit before I graduate college.

I honestly thing that everyone, before being allowed to intern, should have done a year of Eagle Eye or WEGL (depending on the internship). I think that if I had had that experience and training myself then I would have learned a lot more in my internship.

I am thrilled Auburn and my communications degree requires an internship because it allows us to have a chance to understand and adjust to life outside of college.  It gives us the opportunity to learn how to interact with other employees and gain experience in the working world.  I think Auburn University and the College of Liberal Arts has prepared me extremely well for the work world.  After having completed this internship I now feel ready and excited to pursue my career!

Before I began my internship I knew that I had a good knowledge of what a public relations practitioner should know and do, but I didn't know if I could put that education to work.  I now feel that not only do I have a terrific education to support me but I now have the experience too.  My portfolio went from having a few examples of made up press releases to being full of work that has been used to promote the Jan Dempsey Community Arts Center and the City of Auburn's Park and Recreation Department and work that I am proud to show off. 

This summer I have been able to see just how important good communication skills are and how they impact your working relationship with others.  It really doesn't matter how much you know about a subject if you aren't able to communicate it to other people.  I also realized how important it is to find a job in a field or involving an issue that you love and how choosing the right job is one of the most important decisions you can make.  Having an internship of this nature also provided a great picture of living the "real world".  I know as a student I have become used to ten o'clock classes and very late nights, but this summer my hours had me up at six thirty every morning and in bed by eleven almost every night.  It has been a good dose of reality and of what life will be like upon graduation.  

This experience has only gotten me more excited to continue in this field for my career.  Many times an internship is a wake-up call to students that they're in the wrong major, but it was the opposite for me.  It confirmed that I love the television news business and want to continue with it for a very long time.  Not everyone will have a great experience, but being an intern is one of the best things I've ever done!

In the beginning I was not excited.  Finding an internship that I actually wanted was more of a pain than I had anticipated.  Near the start of the internship I was often frustrated.  It was difficult having to learn so much new information and ways of the company, while still trying to be competent and impress those around you.  

I never realized how important experience is in the working world. Obviously in the college bubble we are warned of many things, but until we actually face them, they are just that, warnings. The work world is grueling and it is now obvious as to why it is so important to do what you love. Because even with jobs that you love there will be days when you just want to quit. Starting out in the working world is also humbling, being the "new kid", having to do all the work that no one else wants to do and having the crappy schedules. Although I know I will miss college, I am also ready to be on my own and not rely on my parents for money.

        

First of all, it is common sense to show up for a job on time, I have always been taught to do so. However, saying it and actually having to do it are totally different!  Despite the temptation to sleep in, I woke up every morning and made it in plenty of time.  Secondly, though there was time to talk over the lunch break and during other parts of the day, I realized that a job does not always have a social atmosphere (very different from campus life).  Even though I'm surrounded with people that I spend all my time with, the workplace is not necessarily the time to spill my guts over a problem I have or

holler with joy over something exciting.  It is easy to be told things

like that, but much better to experience it firsthand.  

