MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING

DIVISION 25

Saturday, August 12, 4:00-4:50 p. m.

Grand Salon 10, Street Level

Hilton New Orleans Riverside Hotel

(Minutes Approved August 19, 2007)

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Dr. Alferink called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Dr. Alferink indicated that there would be a brief meeting of the Division Fellows immediately following the Business Meeting.  Dr. Alferink indicated that there was an announcement of the award winners and highlights of the division’s program in the Monitor.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes from the 2005 Business meeting were presented. Dr. Dougher moved that we approve the minutes. Dr.  Pitts seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.
IV. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. AWARDS:  Dr. Madden has agreed to serve as chair of the Awards Committee for another year, if he doesn’t get elected to ABA Council.  All award recipients presented at this year’s convention.
B. BUDGET:  Dr. Hughes noted that as of December 31, 2005, Division 25 had assets of $67,709.32. Income totaled $10,556.90, with expenses totaling $5,831.65. Thus, income exceeded expenses by $4,725.25.  

(1) As of August 3 of this budget year, assets totaled $68,054.40 for the 2006 budget year.  Income through August 3 totaled $9,393.99 with expenses thus far totaling $2,223.11.
(2) Dr. Hughes also reviewed the proposed budget for 2007.  Dr. Hughes noted that the proposed budget assumes income based on the current dues structure of $22 for each member. The proposed budget projects income of $12,125 with expenses of $11,675.  
C. COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES REPORT:  Dr. Salzinger reported that APA is financial healthy.  At the council meeting there was a significant defeat of the proposed new division for human/animal studies, with good support by practitioners.
D. DIVISION 25 RECORDER:  There were no issues this past year. Dr. Serdikoff apologized for the delay and will put together a Recorder for this fall.
E. FELLOWS:  Dr. McIlvane reported that three members were elected as fellows. APA Council still has to review the list of new fellows.

F. INVOLVEMENT IN APA: Dr. Alferink reported that the division nominated two excellent people for the Presidential Task Force on Children/Adolescent Issues, but neither was selected. The division continues its involvement with APA: it’s a member of the Coalition for Psychology in the Schools and Education, it has a liaison with Division 52, and a division member is on CARE. We also continue to communicate with the Science and Education Directorates.

G. MEMBERSHIP: Dr. Jacobs noted that membership is holding steady at 632. He discussed ways of increasing membership such as free membership to those who asked about Division 25, poster at ABA, and advertising more about the division.

H. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS: Dr. Pitts announced that Dr. Kate Saunders had been elected as the new President of the division, and Tom Zentall was elected the new member-at-large. Dr. Pitts requested that members send in nominations when prompted.

I. PROGRAM COMMITTEE:   Dr. Lerman noted that unsolicited submissions were up from last year: 1 symposium, 1 paper, and 8 posters were submitted. Submissions and attendance may have been down this year because of APA’s late notification that the convention would take place in New Orleans. The division filled 17 of our 20 hours. The program was a well-rounded program, and the award recipients all presented. Dr. Lerman announced the Division 25 dinner, which was that night. Dr. Alferink thanked Dr. Lerman and Dr. Jacobs (co-program chair) for their work this year.

J. ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS:  Dr. Chris Newland established three different listservs for the division: EC, all members, people who subscribe.  Dr. Alferink commended Dr. Newland for his work on this project.

V. NEW BUSINESS:  
A. Dr. Alferink noted that the division had been approached by multiple APA presidential candidates, and that the EC decided to support some of those candidates, who clearly were scientists and whose views were in line with the division. Dr. Alferink noted that Dr. Kazdin is running this year and is very interested in helping the division; he has already had communication from Dr. Kazdin. Dr. Dougher put forward the motion that the division recommends that division members rank order the candidates in the following way: (1) Kazdin, (2) Nora Newcomb, and (3) James Bray. Dr. Saunders seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

B. Dr. Tom Critchfield, President of ABA, was in attendance. He discussed how ABA, which is the largest group that supports behavior analysis, is undergoing a demographic shift. That is, the ABA council is getting most input from practitioners and applied behavior analysts. Dr. Critchfield encouraged people with basic behavior analysis interests to talk to ABA and council members, especially before the October meeting, about their concerns, etc. Dr. Hackenberg asked if ABA could help endorse Dr. Kazdin’s candidacy. Dr. Critchfield said that he didn’t think that ABA could openly endorse an APA presidential candidate. He suggested that the division could send “Division News” with information about voting either as an email or in the ABA newsletter.
C. Dr. Hackenberg noted the SEAB support of the Dissertation Awards.  SEAB has encouraged the division to increase support for the awards to promote participation of the award recipients in the convention and promote membership.   The Executive Committee has agreed to provide convention registration and a complementary one-year APA and Division membership to supplement the existing award.

D. Dr. Alferink described the visit of a representative of the Education Directorate to the EC meeting. He described that the ED was very interested in our help and suggestions and that there is an opportunity to have an impact in TOPS and curriculum issues. Dr. Alferink is working with the ED.
E. Dr. Phil Hineline, President of EPA, described that there is increased receptiveness to behavior analysis at EPA. The program for the March EPA conference will have an invited address by Dr. Edmund Fantino and a presidential symposium on behavior economics, in which the participants will be from several different fields. Dr. Hineline also informed us that “applied behavior analysis” is now a category in the program. He stressed that it is very important for division members to attend meetings that are not traditional BA meetings; for example, Psychonomics, EPA. Dr. Lerman suggested that Division 25 provide a list of these other meetings. Dr. Critchfield suggested that ABA could have a column in its newsletter.

F. Dr. Alferink reminded us that regional associations were eligible to be represented on APA council, yet none of them are represented. If all of them were represented, then that would increase the presence of science on the council. 

VI. Dr. Alferink reminded the audience that there would be a brief meeting of Division 25 Fellows immediately after adjournment.
VII. ADJOURNMENT:  Dr. Pitts put forward the motion to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Hackenberg seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

Christine E. Hughes
Secretary-Treasurer

