SYLLABUS -   Fall 2007
Course Title:
Forest Health Lab  

Instructors: 
Dr. Lori G. Eckhardt, Assistant Professor;

School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences 

Dr. Scott Enebak, Professor & Director;

School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences

Teaching Assistant:  George Matusick

Course Level:
FORY 4930      









Prerequisite/Corequisite:  FORY 5150

Audience:  Senior Students of Forestry, Entomology, Plant Pathology, Horticulture

Course Structure:
Class will meet on Monday from 1:00 to 3:30 in 1224 Forestry & Wildlife Sciences Building.

Course Description: This laboratory course complements the Forest Health lecture and is designed to provide the student with hands-on experiences and the opportunity to (learn by doing(.  The student will be exposed to basic disease and insect identification, insect damage identification, pathogen infection process and symptomology, and the wood decay process.  

Required Text books: 

1) Forest Health Lab Handout. 2005.  L.G. Eckhardt  57 pp. 

Grading and Class Requirements:   

Lab Summary Sheets:  There will be 12 summary sheets (10 pts each) given at the end of each lab and are listed in the Important Date Schedule.

Lab Practicals: Two practicals (200 pts each) will be administered during the semester.  These practicals will be specimen identification and are listed in the Important Date Schedule.

Collections (Graduate Students Only): You will be required to make a collection of the 10 orders of insects important to forestry and 10 sign and symptoms of disease (leaves, stems, conks, etc.).  It is necessary to remember that the quality of insect collecting falls off drastically after the first heavy frost; therefore, you really should do most of your collecting before the end of October. This collection must be identified, labeled, mounted, presented and reported correctly for full credit.  (10% of grade).  Due dates are listed in the Important Date Schedule.

Lab Rules: Do not be late, lab will start promptly.  Eating, drinking, gum, and tobacco products are not permitted in the laboratory at anytime.  Close-toed shoes must be worn in the laboratory, no sandals.

Make Up: Make up exams and quizzes will be given only with an official excused absence from a physician.

Grading: Your grade will be based on the following:

2 lab practicals (200 points each) --------------------------
400 points

12 lab summary sheets (10 points each)------------
120 points

Total ---------------------------------------------------------------
520 points

Undergraduate Grade Scale: Scores will be based on a 10 point scale with 90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, < 60=F. 

Graduate Grade Scale: Scores will be based on a 8 point scale with a 92-100=A, 83-91=B, 74-82=C, 65-73=D, < 65= F.

Course Policies:   
There will be no unannounced quizzes or tests.

Academic dishonesty, cheating and plagiarism (Tiger Cub p. 89) is an offense that will be reported to the Academic Honesty Committee (Tiger Cub p. 98).

Harassment and discrimination (Tiger Cub p. 104) will not be tolerated.  If you feel that you have been subjected to harassment or discrimination by the Instructors, Assistants, or fellow students, please feel free to contact the Instructor, Office of the Dean of the School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences (334.844.1007), Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs (334.844.5810), or Affirmative Action Office (334.844.4794). The Auburn University Harassment/Discrimination Policy can be found in the Tiger Cub on page104.

Student Expectations: The School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences (SFWS) at Auburn University is a professional school.  Accordingly, students enrolled in the SFWS are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner.  In addition to adherence to the code of conduct described in Auburn University's Tiger Cub, students are expected to comply with the following policies:

(1) Classroom attendance for lab is mandantory.  Students are expected to be present at the assigned start time for each class.  If special circumstances make absence from class or lateness to class unavoidable, it is the student's responsibility to inform the instructor beforehand. 

(2) Students are expected to be attentive in the classroom and to contribute positively to academic exercises/discussions.  Disruptive behavior (such as talking with other students, reading the newspaper, cell phone use, making lewd remarks, whistling, throwing objects, etc.) in any classroom or class‑related context is unacceptable.  

(3) Students are expected to respect SFWS property and equipment at all times.  Students must comply with copyright laws regarding reproduction of published material, including material taken from the internet.  The presentation of previously‑posted or written work without attribution as your own work is plagiarism, which is a violation of professional ethics, this Protocol, and the Tiger Cub.  Students are responsible for the expenses associated with making personal copies and/or printing articles, books, chapters from books, pamphlets, technical reports, maps, etc. 

(4) Students are expected to exhibit responsible, courteous professional behavior at all SFWS functions and activities as well as in any SFWS‑related setting (e.g., at the Dixon Center, in M. White Smith or Forestry & Wildlife Building).  Behavior at all times is expected to conform with the SAF Code of Ethics and/or the Wildlife Society Code of Ethics.

Repeated violations of these expectations will be brought to the attention of the Dr Richard Brinker, Dean of the School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences. 

Course Expectations:  Forest Health uses a different (language( than you may not be familiar with, but understanding and using this language will be required once you are employed and working in the field.  In this course students are expected to understand the various life cycles of the diseases and insect pests that occur in the forests.  Knowledge and recognition of the disease names and Latin binomials are part of the Forest Health language.  Thus, students will need to know the various life cycles of all these insects and diseases and the course will be (cumulative( as these forest pests will (appear( in a real-life (exam( again after graduating from Auburn University.  This class will require that you apply what you have learned about the various insect and disease life cycles to minimize pests in your future career.  This expectation makes this class unlike any other course you have had to date in secondary education.   When it comes down to the bottom line, if you and a land-owner are standing in a 80-acre field of dead and dying trees, they will want to know: 1) What is the pest?, 2) How did it get here? and more importantly, 3) What do I do now?    
Office Hours:   You are welcomed to come at any time to discuss course matters or questions if you can catch me in my office or laboratory.  However, times have been set aside that I will be sure to be around so that you can stop by.   Also, you can schedule an alternative time if necessary.

Dr. Enebak






Dr. Eckhardt


9:00 - 10:00 AM, MWF




9:00 - 10:00 AM, MWF

2331 FWS Building 




2335 FWS Building

844-1028 






844-2720

enebasa@auburn.edu




eckhalg@auburn.edu
FORY- 4930 Forest Health Laboratory Schedule - Fall 2006
	 Date
	Scheduled Topic
	Lab #

	Wed
	Aug 22
	Inoculation Lab (Leptographium & Rust)
	1

	Wed
	Aug 29
	General entomology, anatomy and morphology, order recognition, metamorphosis
	2

	Wed
	Sept 5
	Defoliators and wood products pests
	3

	Wed
	Sept 12
	Bark Beetles, hardwood borers, elm beetles, ambrosia beetles
	4

	Wed
	Sept 19
	 Sap sucking, pest on cones, seeds plus nursery and regeneration insects.
	5

	Wed
	Sept 26
	Miscellaneous forest/shade tree insects, beneficials.
	6

	
	TBA
	Insect Review
	

	Wed
	Oct 3**
	Entomology Lab Practical
	

	Wed
	Oct 10
	Fungal Inhibition Lab
	7

	Wed
	Oct 17
	Pathogenic Fungus Lab
	8

	Wed
	Oct 24
	Field Trip
	9

	Wed
	Oct 31
	Mycorrhizae Lab
	10

	Wed
	Nov 7
	Inoculation Lab Cont. (Signs & Symptoms and Koch’s Postulates)
	11

	Wed
	Nov 14
	Wood Decay and Koch’s Postulates Results
	12

	Wed
	Nov 20
	Plant Disease / Organism Lab 
	13

	Wed
	Nov 26
	Thanksgiving Break
	

	
	TBA
	Pathology Review
	

	Wed
	Dec 5**
	Pathology Lab Practical
	


** 200 Point Lab Practical 

 Important Date Schedule
Caution - Dates listed are closer than they appear
	August
	16
	First Day of Class

	October 
	09
	Entomology Lab Practical (200 points)

	Dec 
	04
	Pathology Lab Practical (200 points)

	Dec 
	04
	Graduate Student Collection 
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