July 2002

Dear Students,

In the next few weeks, I will be planning the assignments for our upcoming course on the writings of John Milton (ENGL 4360). I can’t plan good assignments, however, until I know what you are supposed to learn in this course. Because there are a million things we could be trying to learn, it is important to decide on a few things and then try to learn them well.

Since I’ve taught Milton to undergraduates for some years now, I already have ideas about what I want you to learn. For those of you who are English majors, the Department of English has defined some specific competencies that we think our graduates should have. 

I would also like to hear your ideas, however. The attached Learning Goals Inventory is one way for you to share them with me. The inventory is a simple list of 30 questions about what you want to learn or how you hope to develop in this specific course. (Your answers for others courses might be quite different.) There are no “right” or “wrong” answers to these questions. By taking a few moments to fill in this inventory, you can clarify your own plans for the course, and you can shape the direction the course will take.

To fill out the inventory, just point and click or tab from field to field. You can mark a box by clicking it or by hitting your space bar. When you are done, just save the file in an easy-to-find folder and send it back to me as an attachment to an e-mail message. My address is clarkj3@auburn.edu
If you prefer, you can also print out the file directly from your browser and complete it by hand. Completed inventories can be sent to me by campus mail. The address is Drew Clark, 209 Samford Hall, Campus Mail.

Thank you! I’m looking forward to meeting you next month.

Sincerely,

Drew Clark

Director of Assessment and Associate Professor of English

Auburn University

ENGLISH 4360: Milton
Personal Learning Goals Inventory

Your Name:       
	Please think about what you what you want to learn and how you want to continue your personal development in this course. Then rate the importance to you of each possible learning goal listed below.
	Essential
	Very Important
	Important
	Unimportant
	Don’t Know

	1
	Develop ability to apply principles of literary interpretation to texts you haven’t read before


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Develop skills of analysis; breaking complex statements down into their components
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Develop ability to draw reasonable inferences about a text from observation


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3
	Develop ability to distinguish between fact and opinion in the interpretation of literature


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4
	Develop ability to think holistically about a literary text; to see the whole as well as the parts


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5
	Learn details about the content of things Milton wrote; characters, events, places, etc.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6
	Learn details about the poetic forms that  Milton employed; memorize details about rhythm, rhyme, allusion etc.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7
	Learn about Milton’s reading and how he used it in his poems – for example, classical mythology or the Bible
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Learn about the religious ideas, events, and conflicts that affected Milton’s writings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Learn about the political ideas, events, and conflicts that affected Milton’s writings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10
	Learn about Milton’s personal life – for example, childhood, family, relationships, livelihood, etc.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Learn terms used to describe or study Milton’s kinds of writing – for example, pastoral, masque, or epic


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12
	Learn concepts and theories that have been important in the study of Milton’s writings


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13
	Learn techniques and methods that scholars typically use to gain new knowledge or perspective in the study of earlier literature


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14
	Learn to understand how various perspectives and values affect how we read Milton


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	15
	Learn to appreciate important scholarly or critical contributions to our understanding of Milton’s writings


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	16
	Develop a lifelong love of learning


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	17
	Develop an informed historical perspective


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	18
	Develop an informed appreciation of another culture, especially a past culture
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Develop an openness to new ideas


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	20
	Improve self-confidence as a reader


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	21
	Develop a commitment to your own values


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	22
	Develop respect for others


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	23
	Develop capacity to think for yourself


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	24
	Improve memory skills


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	25
	Improve listening skills


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	26
	Improve speaking skills


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	27
	Improve reading skills


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	28
	Improve reading aloud skills


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	29
	Improve writing skills


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	30
	Prepare for graduate or professional school


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	31
	In general, how do you see your primary role as a learner in this particular course? (Although more than one statement may apply, please check only one statement.)



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Learning facts and principles about this particular author and his writings



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Exploring theories of literary interpretation through this author’s writings



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Learning to conduct a substantial research project

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Developing higher thinking skills (synthesis, evaluation, and application)



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Preparing for a career that rewards good communication and research skills



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Fostering your own development and personal growth



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Further developing general learning skills such as effective study habits




