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Top and Bottom Learning Goals

Top and Bottom Learning Goals by Type
ENGLISH 4360, Milton

Fall Semester 2002
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Cluster 1:
Complex Cognitive Skills

! Examples

! Applying familiar 
principles to unfamiliar 
texts

! Analysis
! Drawing inferences
! Distinguishing fact from 

opinion
! Seeing the whole as 

well as the parts

Goals for Higher-Order Thinking Skills
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Cluster 2:
Subject-Matter Knowledge

! Examples

! Details of Milton’s texts
! Literary influences
! Religious Influences
! Political influences
! Biography
! Literary terms
! Milton criticism

Facts and Principles of Milton Studies

1

2

3

4

Deta
ils

 fro
m M

ilto
n

Poe
tic

 Form
s

Milto
n's

 re
ad

ing

Reli
gio

us
 in

flu
en

ce
s

Poli
tic

al 
inf

lue
nc

es
Biog

rap
hy

Lit
era

ry 
ter

ms

Th
eo

rie
s o

f M
ilto

n

Res
ea

rch
 m

eth
od

s

Lit
era

ry 
val

ue
s

Hist
ory

 of
 cr

itic
ism

0.5

1.0

1.5

Class Average Class Agreement



Fall Semester 2002 ENGL 4360, Milton 5

Cluster 3:
Academic Skills

! Examples

! Memory skill
! Reading skill
! Writing skill
! Oral communication 

skill
! Reading aloud
! Writing skill

Academic Skills
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Cluster 4:
Humane & Academic Values

! Examples

! Lifelong learning
! Historical perspective
! Appreciation for 

another culture
! Openness to new ideas

Liberal Arts and Academic Values
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Cluster 5:
Personal Development

! Examples

! Improving self-
confidence

! Strengthen own values
! Respect for others
! Capacity for 

independent thought
! Get ready for graduate 

school

Personal Development
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How Students See Their Primary 
Role as Learners

Primary Role as Learner

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Learn about this author

Explore theory through this author

Practice research skills

Develop complex cognitive skills

Prepare for a career

Foster personal growth

Develop learning skills


