Distance Learning Master of Education in Foreign Language Education

Or

Educational Specialist in Foreign Language Education

The Distance Learning Foreign Language Education programs are extensions of campus-based offerings.  Admission requirements and prerequisites for the Distance Learning M.Ed. in Foreign Language Education are the following: applicants must have a bachelor degree in foreign language education or be certified at the bachelor’s level to teach Spanish or French by the state where they are employed. The M.Ed. degree program is designed for completion of the master=s degree and AA@ certification by the State of Alabama.  Other states may have designations other than AA@ for this certification.  Applicants desiring the Distance Learning Ed.S. in Foreign Language Education must have a master’s degree in foreign language education or be certified at the master’s level to teach Spanish or French by the state where they are employed. The Ed.S. degree gives “AA” certification in Spanish in the State of Alabama, but not in French.  However, states other than Alabama give advanced placement on their pay scales based on degrees not on “AA” certification.
Application Process: All potential students will apply to the Graduate School, following normal Graduate School procedures at www.grad.auburn.edu. Select Curriculum and Teaching.  Then choose Curriculum & Teaching and scroll down to—Sec. Lang. Edu – French Distance or Spanish Distance. You may only apply under the Alternative Program if you have special permission from Dr. Sue Barry.  Send transcripts and GRE scores to Auburn University.  Send three letters of recommendation, a photo copy of your teaching certificate and a resume by the deadline listed below to Dr. Nancy Barry, Chair, Dept. of Curriculum and Teaching, 5040 Haley Center, Auburn University, AL 36849. If you prefer you may send your resume to me at barryms@auburn.edu as an e-mail attachments.  The resume does not need to be more than one page. It is possible to be admitted provisionally for one semester without GRE scores, but students are strongly urged to take the GRE before their course work starts.  See http://www.gre.org for test dates and applications.  All applicants must show evidence of a background check before they can be admitted.
Application Deadlines:  All graduate applications and distance learning applications must be completed and supporting materials received by  July 1 for Fall Semester admission (preferably June 15 due to the volume of applications being processed),  November 1 for Spring Semester admission, and April 1 for Summer Session admission.  Applications not complete by the deadline dates will be considered for the next available admission date.  
Courses and Schedule:  Both M.Ed. and Ed.S. students must complete 30 semester hours.  All distance courses will be offered on the rotation described below. If M.Ed. students follow this program, they will finish their course work in 2 years. Ed.S. students follow the same schedule, except that CTSE 8986 Field-Based Project will replace the optional education course listed below.  Because CTSE 8986 requires classroom-based research, students studying for their Specialist usually need 3 years to complete their degrees. Occasionally, Ed.S. students are able to double up on their research and class work in order to finish in 2 years. All distance students will be assigned to cohort groups with each new group beginning in the fall of a new academic year. There will be exceptions for students to enter at different semesters if the cohort group is not full. 
	Course


	Title


	hr


	
	Pedagogical modes



	CTSE 7546
	Evaluation of Program in Foreign Language Education 


	3 
	 Fall  Yr 1
	Course materials available on Web.   Distance (DL) students are connected live to on-campus classes with video and chat (streaming video). Some demos will be archived and viewed through asynchronous streaming video . Two on-campus sessions: 1) orientation, technology,   introduction to standardized testing and oral evaluations, 2) classroom test creation and MLAT.  Off-campus proctored final exam. Additional communication via E-mail and Blackboard.  Content:  Overview of testing and creation of tests for use in your classroom.

	CTSE 7536
	Organization of Programs:  Foreign Languages  
	3 
	 Sp 
Yr 1
	Course materials available on Web.  Distance  (DL) students are connected live to on-campus classes  with video and chat (streaming video).  DL students’ oral presentations will be archived and viewed through asynchronous streaming video. Live lecture/discussion/demo sessions will be archived.  Two on-campus sessions: 1) orientation, introduction to reading theory and thematic units, 2 demonstrations of reading instruction and supervised work on thematic units with access to materials in LRC. Off-campus proctored final exam. Additional communication via E-mail and Blackboard.  Content:  Overview of reading theory L2, in-depth look at reading instruction, and creation of thematic unit.

	CTSE

7526 
	Curriculum and Teaching:  Foreign Languages
	3 
	 Sm. Yr 1
	Course materials available on Web.  Distance  (DL) students are connected live to on-campus classes  with video and chat (streaming video).    Two on-campus sessions: 1) orientation, technology, library workshop use of appropriate indexes for ethnography research, 2) Reports, supervised work on ethnographic study. Off-campus proctored final exam. Additional communication via E-mail and Blackboard. All library research, observations, and interviews of English-speaking subjects for comparative ethnographic study will be completed during first five weeks.  Students will complete ethnography during immersion experience.

	FLSP/

FLFR 

6000-

7000
	AU Summer Study Abroad
	6
	Sm. 

Yr 1
	Students take 6 hours of elective Spanish or French in an abroad experience during second five weeks. Students do observations/interviews in the target culture to complete comparative ethnographic study for CTSE 7520.  Communication via E-mails and message boards will continue.

	CTRD 6716
	Literacy and Inquiry in the Content Area
	3 
	Fall Yr 2
	Course materials available on Web.  DL students are connected live to on-campus classes with video and chat (streaming video).  Two on-campus sessions:  1) orientation, technology and literacy 2) build and publish a WebQuest on Internet.  Content:  Electronic literacy and reading learning plan.

	FLSP  7976

FLFR 6986
	Seminar:  Special Topics
	3
	Sp

Yr 2
	Web –based with streaming video option for the civilization or linguistic course.  French courses usually use live classroom for their discussions.

	
	
	
	
	

	M.Ed.
Optional distance course is chosen 
Or

Ed.S.

CTSE 8986
	These courses may be from any area in Education other than CTSE
Field-Based Project
	3

3 


	Sm.  Yr 2
Yr 3
	Web-based and streaming video delivery or independent study
These 3 hours are usually spread out over two semesters and one summer.  Most work is done independently, but we usually have two Saturday classes per semester to work together.

	FLSP/

FLFR

6000-7000
	AU Summer Study Abroad
	6
	Sm.

Yr. 2
	Students take 6 hours of elective Spanish or French in an abroad experience.   


Special Options and Requirements:  Each semester, all students in CTSE 7546, 7536, and 7526 will be required to attend two on-campus weekend sessions held in Haley Center room 1414 and in the Learning Resource Center.  See the descriptions of these sessions above.  These sessions will help to integrate on-campus and distance students as well as to give opportunities to use campus facilities and to participate in hands-on activities.

Distance courses in Spanish (FLSP) or French (FLFR) will be offered at the discretion of the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures.  Generally, these special topics courses will be offered on a rotating schedule each year during Spring Semester. Any other options will be worked out individually with each student.  The study abroad option will also be tailored to the needs of the individual student.  There are study abroad programs offered through the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, and there are other accredited options in both French- and Spanish-speaking countries.  There is also the option of transferring in 6 hours of graduate credit in French or Spanish from another accredited university.  Alabama students may enroll for up to 15 credit hours in Spanish or French at the University of Alabama or at UAB and use those credits towards this degree.  Students will make decisions concerning their Spanish and French options with the help of Dr. Sue Barry, Director of the program.

The State Department of Education requires that any student who did not complete a special education course as part of their bachelor’s degree will have to complete a special education course. 

Description and rationale:  CTSE courses (methods courses) involve readings, lectures, lecture/discussions, oral presentations, exams, and projects.

Readings, power point presentations, and materials for demos will be delivered via WebCT.  Lecture/discussions/demos will require two-way interaction and will be delivered as synchronous streaming video; distance students will participate in discussions via electronic chat and/or live audio through Blackboard.  Small group discussions utilize Live Classroom through Blackboard. Two video cameras will be used in the classroom to stream the classroom activities.  You will attend classes during your first year on Monday nights from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  All classroom lectures/discussions/demos will be archived and posted as clips to be watched at another time in case of excused absences.  These clips also provide a backup when students have technology problems during class time.  Watching archived clips is basically one-way communication (asynchronous (one-way) streaming video)
Distance students will submit oral presentations as videotapes or digital video recordings.  The recordings will be captured and posted as streaming video files for other students and the instructor to view asynchronously.

The use of Blackboard will allow more time for students to ask questions about the presentations and lectures than would be possible in a traditional course.  Blackboard will be used for submission of all homework and student projects or papers.  However, occasionally a project may be mailed or faxed.
Academic resources:  The required library resources include those already available for distance education students:  documents delivery, electronic access to reference services, interlibrary loan, and a Web page with links to services and contacts and many of the required materials.  Students will be informed of these resources during orientation sessions and in the course syllabus.

Students will need to have late model computers (at least an XP operating system) with speakers and microphones as well as a fast broadband Internet connection (DSL or cable modem).  Students will also find a scanner to be useful.  Students, who do not have these facilities available at home, may find that their schools have the necessary facilities where they may be able to watch our class.  Currently the new Microsoft Word operating system (Vista) is not compatible with our realmedia files.  Therefore, if you are buying a new computer don’t get the Vista operating system installed on it until further notice.  
Adjustments for Distance Students:
tc \l1 "Adjustments for Distance Students:CTSE 7540 (on-campus students) take standardized tests to become familiar with the tests and their administration.  They also critique these tests and write reflections based on a set of questions.  Distance students enrolled in CTSE 7546 will take sections of the AP test on-line, but the MLAT will be taken during their first on-campus session.  The OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview) is no longer being administered; however, we do read about it and discuss it.  Videotapes of several self-selected interviews will be available for distance students to observe, analyze and score.  In addition, distance students in CTSE 7546 will administer their special projects, paper/pencil tests and oral interviews, to their own students and share their reflections and results with on-campus students.  

On-campus students enrolled in CTSE 7530 and 7520 as well as distance students enrolled in CTSE 7536 and 7526 will demonstrate teaching methods and models.  Distance students will observe and evaluate the on-campus students’ demonstrations through streaming video and Blackboard.  All students will observe and evaluate videotapes of field-based demonstrations submitted by distance students.  Videotapes will be returned to their owners after they are critiqued and evaluated.  No videotapes will be archived for research purposes without the consent of both teachers and students.
Additional adjustments will be addressed in CTSE 7520 and CTSE 7526.  The major project for on-campus students is a comparative ethnographic study on a student-elected topic.  Distance students will complete all library research, observations, and interviews of English-speaking subjects for their comparative ethnographic study during the first five-week summer session.  They will complete the target culture portion of the project in the AU Study Abroad location where they will be studying Spanish or French.  The instructor will give feedback to students through the following methods: electronic chat, e-mail, fax, or phone appointments.  

More specific information concerning the on-campus version of these courses is available through Dr. Sue Barry at barryms@auburn.edu.   Once enrolled in a course, your instructor will inform you of any special IDs or passwords that are necessary to view the materials. My site will be updated shortly before the beginning of each course, but it can only be accessed with a userID and a password. 

Differences between this program and others that may already exist:  The three CTSE courses will be taught by a foreign language specialist with 25 years of teaching experience in a suburban high school in the St. Louis area.  Students will study theories of second language acquisition and best practices, and they will have opportunities to relate theories to classroom practices with demonstrations based on ideas provided by readings available on E-reserves or in student textbooks.  All projects will have practical applications.  This is a great chance to create materials for your own classroom.  All research for the Ed.S. degree is classroom-based research.
Cost of the program:  The cost of the program beginning fall 2013 will be $364 per hour. This is divided in the following manner: $284 per credit hour to the Foreign Language Distance Education program and $80 to university distance learning services. There is also an additional $15 insurance fee charged fall semester only. Therefore, the total for a 3 hour course is $1092. Study abroad is a flat fee which is set by the Office of International Education. There are a number of programs available through AU Study Abroad, and the cost of these programs varies.  However, generally one must think in terms of spending at least $6000 per summer for programs in Europe and $5,000 for programs in Latin America.  This does not include incidentals.  The part of the tuition that goes to the university may increase slightly over time.
Financial Aid:  Financial aid is generally not available for distance courses during the academic year because distance students rarely take more than three credit hours. All students enrolled in overseas programs through AU Study Abroad are eligible for financial aid during the summer.  Generally our students do apply for financial aid for their summer courses.
What do I need to submit along with my application?
The materials that must be submitted are:

1) Transcripts from every college or university that you have attended. These are sent directly to the Grad School.

2) Three letters of recommendation to be sent to Graduate Studies Committee, Dept. of  Curriculum and Teaching, 5040 Haley Center, Auburn University, AL, 36849

3) A one-page resume that can be sent to me barryms@auburn.edu as an attachment to an email.

4) If you are applying for the traditional M.Ed. or a Ed.S, you must send us a photocopy of your official teacher’s certification.  This can be faxed to CurrGPO at 334-844-6789.  Alternative 5th year students interested in distance need to contact me personally before applying.  We can download Alabama certificates from the state portal.  All others will need to be faxed.
5) After you apply, you will be asked to provide fingerprinting information.  
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