Chapter 16  Democracy: How It Really Works
NOTE that in this chapter "democracy" is not simply related to how the official apparatus of the government is controlled. Rather it is concerned with how any decision that can affect someone's life is controlled. When speaking about democratic institutions later in the chapter they do refer to phenomena most closely related to governing.
1. Democracy is the capacity to participate in the effective control over ______ choices that affect one's life as a member of a wider society. 338

2. A central problem of democracies is how to take into account the ______ externalities of the choices people make as separate individuals while at the same time allowing individuals to make meaningful choices over their own lives. 338

3. Define social externality (figure it out) 338

4. According to Wright and Rogers, in a democracy decisions should reflect the common will more than powerful interests. 339

5. According to Wright and Rogers, the trend in the US turned toward privatization of state functions and deregulation of market activities constitutes a _____ in democracy. 339

6. According to Wright and Rogers, it took about two centuries of struggle to accomplish anything close to equality of formal citizenship rights in the US. What inequalities that were struggled against are they referring to? [figure it out] 340 IMPORTANT

7. List five of the ways that, according to Wright and Rogers, the ideal of equal access by citizens to the practical means of political participation can be undermined. 340-1

8. What is the "simple proposition" at the core of the Wright and Rogers exploration of American democratic institutions? 341 How does this proposition suggest that our democratic ideals are being violated? [figure it out]

9. According to Wright and Rogers, the basic decisions in the US over the allocation of investments and control over how they are used made by private owners on the basis of ______. 341
10. Give and example of a private decision that could have substantial consequences for people who were not in on the decision. Specify the consequences. You can make one up. 343

11. Define demand constraint on democratic institutions. 343
12. Define resource constraint on democratic institutions. 343
13. T  F  According to Wright and Rogers, one reason for our turbulent politics is that people's political demands tend to threaten the economic interest of business corporations, which push back. 343
14. What is the six-step argument Wright and Rogers offer for why the only political demands people seem to make are compatible with capitalist interests and a good business climate. 344

15. What two factors do Wright and Rogers note that keep the time horizons of capitalist firms fairly short term? [A: competitors and investors] 345 So what?

16. What are the two ways in which the demand constraints on politics narrows political demands. 346

17. T  F  In capitalist democracies bribes and corruption have no influence on public policy. 347 [Think about gambling in Alabama]

18. Generally speaking, what is the free rider problem? 348

19. T  F  For individuals the answer to the question, "Is my effort in this political cause likely to affect an outcome that I care about?" is almost always yes. 348
20. Why is it that corporations are likely to feel that their efforts are likely to make a difference when individuals are like to feel it won't? 348-9

21. For elites, political influence depends mostly on their willingness to ______. The political influence of ordinary citizens depends on their willingness to ______. 349

22. T  F  According to Wright and Rogers, effective exercise of political power requires good information, but good information is often costly to obtain. 349

23. Why do most people have little incentive to seek out high quality information about political and social issues? 350

24. Which information do Wright and Rogers call "free"? 351  Do corporations  and elites have the ability to influence the information that is available for free? DO they have the incentive to do so? 351
25. T  F  According to Wright and Rogers, it is rational for most people to remain ignorant about political matters. 351 Why?

26. What is "rational ignorance" and why could it be considered a problem? 352 (and rest of chapter) IMPORTANT

