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SGA Environmental Awareness:

Tips for Planning a “Green Event”

· Paper or cornstarch composite plates and cups are the best option because they are biodegradable.  Composite cornstarch products start dissolving after they are used.

· Try to make your event Styrofoam free.  Styrofoam releases toxins when heated and is non-recyclable. 

· Try to use only environmentally friendly products (i.e. green seal or eco logo) when cleaning up after your event.  Try to avoid any form of bleach.

· If you are serving food, encourage the guest to bring his or her own drink.  This reduces the number of necessary recycling bins and saves you money.

· Try to create a “Zero-Waste” event.  This means that 90% of the materials are reusable, and only 10% are hazardous waste (i.e. food waste and other non-reusable items).  Convincing everyone to reuse the event supplies eliminates the need for trashcans and recycling bins.

· Research to find more environmentally friendly options before you make your final event purchases.

· Reuse paper for flyers and other advertisement for your event. 

· If you are giving away plastic cups, make sure they are BPA FREE.

· Use only organic, locally grown food.

· Inform your guests early that you are planning a “Green Event!

For more environmental event planning tips and resources please visit our website: http://www.auburn.edu/sga/Programs/Environmental/EnvironmentalAwareness.htm

