Outdoor Adventure Club (OAC)
Auburn University

Responsible Tent Use Guidelines

· Practice setting up the tent preferably at daylight.
· Try to set up the tent in the shade and use the rainfly even on clear days to protect the fabric from UV damage.

· Use a ground cloth under the tent whenever possible. Ground cloth should be a little smaller than tent footprint and helps keep out moisture and prevents damage to the floor. 
· While putting up the tent, expand the poles section by section and do not snap the poles together. 

· Always push the poles into sleeves, do not pull them out stretching the elastic cords.

· Make sure you stake down the tent with proper tension, so that it’s not overstretched but does not flap with the wind. 
· Go easy on the zippers. 

· Try not to wear shoes inside the tent.

· Do not store food inside the tent in order not to attract animals.

· Try to keep inside ventilated to prevent condensation.
· Make sure you do not pack the tent wet. If you have to, for some reason, put it up as soon as possible and let it dry.

· If needed, clean the tent gently with warm water; do not use detergents or chemicals.
· When folding poles, fold them in half repeatedly until they are completely folded.  Doing this instead of folding from end to the other prevents overstretching the elastic cord.
Please follow these guidelines with club tents even if you wouldn’t do some with your own tent. Club tents belong to all of us and we plan to use them for many years.
