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A REPORT ON CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT AUBURN UNIVERSITY FOR 2003

The 2003-2004 academic year at St. Dunstan �s has been a  �Year of
Community � for the 200 students and 75 friends and faculty members who
worship at the Episcopal Church at Auburn  University. At a  Community
Meeting, we adopted the following belief statement:

The Year of Community.

When we enter into communion with Christ, we form
ourse lves into  a community which is the Church, a
sharing in Christ and in the lives of one another.

St. Dunstan �s is one of the largest campus ministry programs in the
Church, and continues to be active and healthy. In our eighty-fourth year of
college ministry, the Episcopal Church at Auburn University is a place of
Anglican worship, Bible study, and Christian community. We strive to be a
congregation characterized by hospitality, diversity, and cooperation. St.
Dunstan �s is an official student organization of Auburn University, and our
student and faculty members have key leadersh ip roles in the daily
opera tions and programs of the chapel.
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The Feast of Martin Luther
King, Jr., Civil Rights Leader
& Martyr.

St. Dunstan �s began 2003 with the
fourth annual celebration of the
Feast of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
on Sunday, Jan. 19. Dr. King �s
celebration is quickly becoming a
provincial event; this year, we had
an African-American guest preacher from the Diocese of Georgia, Ms.
Willie Mae Robinson, who is in the ordination track and a special student at
the School of Theology in Sewanee; an African-American celebrant, the
Rev. LeBaron Taylor, the chaplain at St. Augustine �s College in Raleigh,
North Carolina; and students from as far away as the Ep iscopal University
Center at Florida State University. Our students and friends were joined by
the pastor, congregation, and choir of an historic black church in Auburn,
White Street Baptist Church, and the choirs and congregations of area
Episcopal churches, including St. Andrew �s in Tuskegee and Holy Trinity in
Auburn. The dean of the East Alabama Convocation, the Rev. John B.
Fritschner, served as master of ceremonies. The music included African-
American hymns from Lift Every Voice and Sing. Almost 200 were in
attendance for worship, and many stayed for supper served by our friends
from Holy Trinity.

The Friends Dinner.

We enjoyed a wonderful
evening on Friday, Feb.
7, when the students of
St. Dunstan �s served
dinner to ninety faculty
and friends in the chapel.
White tablecloths, our
best dishes, candles,
good food and an
overhead e lectron ic
presentation by twelve

students highlighted the evening. Dr. Hamp Morris, a French professor at
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Auburn, said,  �Thanks to you
and the St. D students for a
wonderful dinner that was
lots of fun, and an
impressive presentation of
what the students have been
doing throughout the year  &
We really appreciate your
including us. � It was entirely
our pleasure, a small way to
say thanks to all those who
have supported S t.
Dunstan �s throughout the
year by preparing Sunday

suppers, contributing financially, and being a part of our worshipping
community.

Community Events.

Throughout the year, we have a number of events at church and away.
One of our most popular adventures every year has been the Beach

Retreat, a weekend at the Alabama Gulf
Coast at the beginning of the Fa ll semester. 
We rented a large beach house with  private
swimming pool. The program on
 �Community �  was presented by Dr. Norbert
Wilson and Wylin Dassey, a doctora l 
student in religion at the Candler School of
Theology at Emory University in  Atlanta . It
was a major success and a great beginning
for the academic year. There �s also
Welcome Night, a Camp Out in the fall, and
often Whitewater Rafting on the Ocoee
River.

Provincial Events.

The students and faculty advisors of S t.
Dunstan �s took a leading role  in the events
of Province IV of the Episcopal Church
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USA. Our chaplain also serves as the coordinator of campus ministries for
Province IV, which includes programs in twenty dioceses in nine
southeastern states. In February 2003, we had four people attend the
Discernment Retreat, a weekend of inquiry, worship, and reflection on the
possibility of a call to Episcopal ordination. In April 2003, twenty-five
Auburn students went to Spring College Conference at Camp McDowell for
a program on environmental awareness and creation spirituality entitled,
 �Back to the Garden. � In November, St. D �s had another large group attend
 �Taking the B ible Seriously, � the Fa ll College Conference sponsored join tly
by the Diocese of Alabama and Province IV.

Outreach and Involvement in the University Community.

The students of St. Dunstan �s sponsored a Blood Drive for the American
Red Cross at Halloween, and opened their doors to the children of Lee
County for the Community Trick or Treat. We also held CPR and Firs t Aid
Training in the Chapel, and hosted the History  Department for four Facu lty
Forums during the academic year. East Alabama AIDS Outreach held the ir

annual Chr istmas party
at St. D �s, and
numerous social and
service organizations
held their pinning and
initiation ceremonies in
the Chapel. Father
Wells celebrated seven
marriages throughout
the year, and remarked,
 �Marriage is not only a
sacrament of the
Church  & it �s also great
evangelism! � We

opened the McDowell Room and Chapel to large crowds on home game
days of Auburn Tiger Football, and the chaplain was always there to meet
and greet visitors. The Auburn congregation of the Greek Orthodox Church
celebrated D ivine Liturgy once a month in the Chapel, and a Cursillo
reunion group and two Education for Ministry (EFM) classes including
twenty-one adult learners from area parishes met weekly at St. Dunstan �s.
On Mondays we were stretched physically and spiritually by Dr. Kathy
Braun-La-Tour, Marketing professor, who conducted Yoga class in the


