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Year: 04
Major: Interior Design
Qualifications:
	Social Sorority Recruitment Chair
	International Interior Design Association
	Mocha Club
	Lambda Sigma Honor Society
	Tiger Tuesdays: REACH
Platform:
	What does seven dollars look like to you? Here at Auburn University, it can take shape in many ways. Maybe it’s two mochas from Starbuck’s, a date for frozen yogurt at Chill, a cover charge, or a few music downloads. However you see it, it’s still about 23 cents a day for a month.
	What does seven dollars look like to children attending the New Dawn Education Center in Nairobi, Kenya? In Kenya children are not permitted to attend school unless they have a uniform. If they do not own one, they may never have an opportunity to learn. For us it’s a sacrifice of a few extra dollars, but to them it’s the cost of books and uniforms. Most importantly it is the difference between progress and life in the slums.  Education in itself spurs hope, a new beginning, and an opportunity to escape the cycle of poverty. 
	Mocha Club is an organization created so that tight-budgeted students can make difference with what we have. The vision of Mocha Club is “to provide a way for people who don’t have hundreds or thousands of dollars to make a difference in Africa.” Even small sacrifices make a lasting impact on the people of Africa.
	Two summers ago, I went to Kenya as a volunteer with Mocha Club. The moment I saw math problems written on the rusty, steel exterior of a child’s home was when I realized the significance of learning and how often I take it for granted. We get to attend school. So often I forget that when I am stagnant and unwilling to look beyond the scope of my own comfort zone. Each child in Africa should have the right to learn despite the adversity they face. Giving up a little of what we have through Mocha Club will change the course of a child’s life forever. That may sound dramatic, but it’s true.
	As one of this year’s Miss Homecoming candidates I hope to inform you, the Auburn community, about another community of students that need our help. If we all give a little, we can cause a lasting change in the lives of African students.

	

