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	 Finding where I could serve to the best of my ability was one of the greatest challenges I faced as an Auburn University student my freshman year. There were so many opportunities, organizations and causes to choose from that I was unsure of where I was best fitted. It was not until February of my freshman year that I knew where I needed to be. 
	Project Uplift is a big brother or big sister mentoring program that reaches out to children and their families in Lee County. I attended a training session for the organization, and once I was placed with a child I was hooked. My little sister is a bright, creative and caring individual who has inspired me to be an example for others and to be content with what we have, no matter our circumstances. She lives with almost nothing, yet she is grateful for everything. We have shared cupcakes, walks in local Auburn parks, time at the public library and even working on her school science projects. Because of my little sister and Project Uplift, I will graduate knowing that I did something worthwhile at Auburn University. 
	By volunteering with Project Uplift, you will find you are mentored equally as much as you mentor your little brother or little sister. They not only become your Project Uplift child, they become your friend. You never know where these children will live after you mentor them. They may stay in Alabama or move across the globe, but they will always remember the impact you had on them and will have a desire to impact others as well. 
	If elected Miss Homecoming, I would strive to implement a greater awareness campaign for Project Uplift and encourage you to “cover the earth” by joining the Project Uplift team as a volunteer!  It is truly never too late to be a volunteer and give a child an opportunity to grow despite their circumstances. I hope you find your niche at Auburn, and that it is serving as a mentor for Project Uplift. Start discovering the benefits of being a Project Uplift volunteer and please remember on November 18th to “Ask How. Ask Now. Ask Elizabeth Williams.”
