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     PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

Enterprise is Site for First LEED Homes in Alabama 
City of  Progr ess' Tur tleback Subdi vision Show case for  Sustainable Residences 

 
For Immediate Release:        For more information contact: 
April 24, 2009          Stacy Smith, P: 205.969.4844 
 
 
Birmingham, Ala. -- The 'City of Progress', Enterprise has the honor of leading Alabama in the first LEED 
certified homes all located in the new Turtleback Subdivision off Salem road.  Two completed LEED 
homes are open for viewing this weekend plus two special ICF (Insulated Concrete Form) LEED home 
exteriors may be viewed during the Parade of Homes. 
 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is a national standard set by the U.S. Green 
Building Council (USGBC) which requires a third party inspector to certify that the residence meets strict 
energy and water efficiency and provides cleaner, healthier air, among other healthy living issues.  As a 
result, LEED homes save the owner every month on their energy and water bill. 
 
"It is time to get rid of the myths surrounding 'green' construction.  These are affordable, comfortable, 
luxury homes that are friendlier to our environment and create significant savings on energy and water 
costs every month," remarked Robin White, President, USGBC Alabama Chapter. 
 
There is a federal tax credit of up to $1,500 for homeowners on the purchase of energy efficient homes.  
In addition, the Turtleback homes qualify for special Energy Efficient Mortgages (EEM) while costing little 
to no difference on the bottom line mortgage.  Also, there is a federal tax incentive of up to $2,000 per 
home for builders, which requires energy simulation and Home Energy Rating System (HERS) 
documentation. 
 
Del Lee, co-developer of Turtleback, has a background building on the harsh Florida coast.  When Bo 
Lee presented him with the opportunity to develop the Turtleback subdivision in his hometown of 
Enterprise, he investigated the latest design and construction approaches for durability.  "All roads led to 
the LEED design for more durable homes.  It makes good sense to develop with durability in mind and 
the LEED system requires that higher level of durability," said Del Lee, President, Landmark Corporation, 
Inc. 
 
On average, the net costs of owning a green home is comparable to that of owning a conventional home - 
and sometimes is even less.  Green homes save money by using an average of 40% less energy and 
50% less water.   
 
Bo Lee, co-developer of the innovative project, explains, "LEED is good for our 
community because through more efficient water and power use, there is less strain on 
our infrastructure of Enterprise."  
 
Robb Dryden, President, Dryden Contracting, builder of the Turtleback LEED 
residences and owner of 109 White Wing Way in Turtleback said "I was happily 
surprised to discover we could get LEED designation on my home.  The developer, Del 
Lee, encouraged me saying, 'Let's look at doing this as LEED,' and I found the process 
extremely flexible and we achieved LEED.  Now, I have already contracted to start 
another LEED home in a different subdivision of Enterprise." 
 

-- more -- 
 

 

P.O. Box 59554    Birmingham, AL 35259     www.USGBCofAL.org



 
 
White noted, "These Turtleback homes are great examples of getting construction done right.  This LEED 
standard supports the local economy by encouraging local materials be used and puts less strain on the 
local municipality for services.  It is a win/win/win for residents, for municipalities, and for our 
environment.  I invite developers, contractors, and homeowners across Alabama to look to the Turtleback 
subdivision in Enterprise as a great example for all residential construction across our state."  
 
The U.S. Green Building Council Alabama Chapter was formed to advance and promote sustainable and 
environmentally responsible planning, design, construction and operation of the stateÕs buildings, 
landscapes, cities and communities.  For more information, visit www.usgbcofal.org.   
 

### 



LEED for Homes is a 
voluntary, respected 
rating system that 

promotes the design and 
construction of high-
performance homes.

LEED Homes are safer, 
healthier, more comfortable 
and more durable.

LEED certified homes 
provide a healthy place to 
live, produce lower utility 
bills and have a smaller 
environmental footprint.

LEED certification is 
something consumers can 
look for to identify homes 
that have been third-party 
inspected, performance-
tested and certified as 
truly green homes that 
will perform better than 
standard homes. 

Homebuilders using LEED are able to differentiate 
their homes as some of the best on the market.

Green homes save money compared to a 
conventional home by:

costs

financing options with some lenders

LEED-Certified homes deliver (on average):

 
To learn more about LEED for Homes, visit  
www .thegreenhomeguide.org .  

For more information about your local, Alabama 
www .usgbcofal.org.

LEED for Homes
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design

Not often found in 
conventional homes 
is insulation sprayed 
on the top of the attic. 
All Turtleback homes 
include Spray Foam 
insulation affixed to 
the bottom of the roof 
decking.

Del Lee, Developer, discusses the energy efficiency of the 
windows and durability of the locally manufactured 
housing materials with the home owner and builder, 
Robb Dryden.
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Energy and Atmosphere
!"

performance 
requirements of 

Homes
!"

insulation performance 
requirements to minimize heat 
transfer and thermal bridging

!"
by greatly reducing air leakage to 
conditioned spaces

!" Enhanced Energy Performance 
Windows 

!" Greatly reduced HVAC 
distribution losses by locating all 
HVAC equipment and ductwork 
within conditioned space

!" Reduced energy consumption 

!"
Water-Heater

!"
Package

!"
electric Appliances

!" Environmentally appropriate 
HVAC refrigerants to minimize 
ozone depletion and global 
warming

Water Efficiency
!" High-efficiency irrigation system
!" High-efficiency toilets, 

showerheads and bath faucets
!"

clothes washer

Site Sustainability
!" Erosion control measures during 

construction

!"
installation

!" All drought tolerant plants
!" No invasive plants installed
!" Reduced overall irrigation demand 

in design process via selection and 
layout of plants and equipment

!" Landscape features designed to 
reduce heat island effect

!" Permeable lot for on-site water 
infiltration

!" Permanent erosion control 
features in landscaping

!"
from roof

!"

Awareness & Education
!" Enhanced homeowner 

training about operations and 
maintenance of home’s LEED 
features and equipment

Indoor Environmental Quality
!" No combustion equipment within 

the home
!" HVAC equipment and controls 

which identify and control 
moisture levels

!"
humidistat controls to control 
bathroom humidity

!"
appropriate distribution of air to 
improve thermal comfort and 
energy performance

!" Continuous ventilation with 

indoor pollutants
!" High performance air filters to 

reduce particulate matter through 
the air supply system

!" Passive garage pollutant 
protection by sealing all 
penetrations between garage and 
home

!" Active garage pollutant protection 

in garage
!" Contaminant controls during 

construction by sealing ductwork

Innovation & Design Process
!" Integrated Project Design Team 

including architect, green rater, 
developer, builder and HVAC 
contractor

!" Home durability plan developed 
prior to construction

!" Durability plan implemented, 
monitored and inspected through 
construction

Materials and Resources
!"

precise estimating, ordering and 
site controls 

!" Environmentally preferable 
products such as low VOC paints 

Council certified lumber, no 
tropical hardwoods, and various 
local products

Location & Linkage
!" Access to open spaces to 

encourage walking, physical 
activity and time spent outdoors

!" Reduced Environmental impact 
of development through site 
selection

!" Edge development community
!"

infrastructure

TURTLEBACK
A Vibrant Green Community

204 Squirrel Hollow Drive
This home is registered for LEED Silver Certification applying the following credits:



Energy and Atmosphere
!"

performance 
requirements of 

Homes
!"

performance requirements to 
minimize heat transfer and 
thermal bridging

!"
by greatly reducing air leakage to 
conditioned spaces

!" Enhanced Energy Performance 
Windows 

!" Greatly reduced HVAC 
distribution losses by locating all 
HVAC equipment and ductwork 
within conditioned space

!" Reduced energy consumption 

!" Efficiency Water-Heater
!"

Appliances
!" Environmentally appropriate 

HVAC refrigerants to minimize 
ozone depletion and global 
warming

Water Efficiency
!" Efficient irrigation system
!" High-efficiency toilets and bath 

faucets
!"

clothes washer

Site Sustainability
!" No invasive plants installed
!" Landscape designed to reduce 

heat island effect
!" Permanent erosion control in 

landscaping
!"
!" Erosion control measures during 

construction

Awareness & Education
!" Enhanced homeowner 

training about operations and 
maintenance of home’s LEED 
features and equipment

Indoor Environmental Quality
!" HVAC equipment and controls 

which identify and control 
moisture levels

!"
humidistat controls to control 
bathroom humidity

!" Air filters to reduce particulate 
matter through the air supply 
system

!" Passive garage pollutant 
protection by sealing all 
penetrations between garage and 
home

!" Active garage pollutant protection 

in garage 
!" Contaminant controls during 

construction by sealing ductwork

Innovation & Design Process
!" Integrated Project Design Team 

including green rater, developer, 
builder and HVAC contractor

!" Home durability plan developed 
prior to construction

!" Durability plan implemented, 

monitored and inspected through 
construction

Materials and Resources
!"

precise estimating, ordering and 
site controls 

!" Environmentally preferable 
products such as low VOC paints 

Council certified lumber, no 
tropical hardwoods, and various 
local products

Location & Linkage
!" Access to open spaces to 

encourage walking, physical 
activity and time spent outdoors

!" Reduced Environmental impact 
of development through site 
selection

!" Edge development community
!"

infrastructure

TURTLEBACK
A Vibrant Green Community

109 White Wing Way
This home is registered for LEED Certified Status applying the following credits:



LEED for Home Facts

SILVER ............................. 69**

 ...................................5

 ...................................5

 ....................................... 12 

 ..........................................7

 ............................. 19

 ................................ 6

 ....... 13

 ............................2

** Out o f a pos sible 136 points

TURTLEBACK  Lot 7
204 Squirrel Hollow Drive

Enterprise, AL

2158 sq. ft.

40% ener gy sa vings *

20% w ater sa vings *

Exceptional Indoor Air Quality
*compar ed t o same home with c onventional c ons truction



TURTLEBACK  Lot 14
217 Squirrel Hollow Drive

Enterprise, AL

1802 sq. ft.

Ener gy sa vings t o be det ermined

Water sa vings t o be det ermined

Exceptional Indoor Air Quality

LEED for Home Facts

PLATINUM ........................84*
 .................................. 4

 ...................................5

 ....................................... 15 

 ......................................... 9

 ............................ 25

 .................................7

 ....... 17

 ..........................  2

** Out o f a pos sible 136 points



LEED for Home Facts

CERTIFIED .................. 55.5**
 ...................................5

 ...................................5

 ........................................ 8

 ......................................... 6

 ............................. 16

 .............................5.5

 ........ 9

 .............................1

** Out o f a pos sible 136 points

TURTLEBACK  Lot 8
109 White Wing Way

Enterprise, AL

29 54 sq. ft.

38% ener gy sa vings *

25% w ater sa vings *

Exceptional Indoor Air Quality
*compar ed t o same home with c onventional c ons truction



TURTLEBACK  Lot 6
201 Squirrel Hollow Drive

Enterprise, AL

1932 sq. ft.

Ener gy sa vings t o be det ermined

Water sa vings t o be det ermined

Exceptional Indoor Air Quality

LEED for Home Facts

GOLD ................................ 74*
 .................................. 4

 ...................................5

 ....................................... 16 

 ......................................... 6

 ............................20

 .................................5

 ....... 16

 ............................2

** Out o f a pos sible 136 points
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