
Adobe Photoshop  
Creating a Transparent Background 

Step 1 

For personal assistance, come to the Faculty Development Center, 203 Tichenor Hall.  
Call us at 844-5181 or e-mail us at img@auburn.edu. 

Step 2 

Step 3 Step 4 

Step 5 Step 6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After opening the picture you wish 
to make transparent, select the 
[Magic Wand Tool]. 

Use the tool to 
select the image 
background by 
clicking on the 
background of 
the picture.  

After you’ve selected the 
background, click on [Select] 
and then click on [Inverse]. 

Make sure that that the 
image is now selected 
and not the background.  
Click on [Edit] and then 
select [Copy]. 

Now create a blank transparent image by 
going to [File] and selecting [New…]. You can use the [Width, Height, and 

Resolution] measurements to adjust 
the size of your new file.  



Adobe Photoshop 
Creating a Transparent Background, continued 

Step 7 

For personal assistance, come to the Faculty Development Center, 203 Tichenor Hall.  
Call us at 844-5181 or e-mail us at img@auburn.edu. 

Step 8 

Step 9 

 

 

 

Remember to select 
[Transparent] before 
clicking on [OK]. 

Once you have 
opened your blank 
transparent canvas, 
click on [Edit] on the 
menu at the top left 
of the screen. Then 
select [Paste]. 

Your image should now be transparent. 
(Transparency is represented by a light 
gray checkerboard pattern). 


