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Comments from Chair

Aswe begin anew year, the Ecologica Society of Americabegins an ambitious year of mestings. Inthe
soring, ESA will hold a joint symposum meeting with the British Ecologica Society around the theme,
"Ecology: Achievement and Chalenge’. Thismeeting will be April 10-13 at Coronado Springs, FL. Then
the Y ear 2000 Annua Meeting will be hedd August 6-10 at Snowhbird, UT. Thetheme of thismeeting will
be "Advancing and Communicating Ecology”. Numerous excellent symposiawill be held, incdluding one
sponsored by the SE chapter entitled, "The Water Limitation: 1ssues in Plant, Community and Ecosystem
Water Usg', organized by Drs. L. A. Donovan and J. Sperry. If you have not attended an ESA meeting
a Snowhbird, you arein for asurprise. Plan on making reservations as early as possible and taking some
time to see Utah.

The SE chapter will meet again with the Association of Southeastern Biologists. Thisyear the meeting will
in Chattanooga, TN during April 5-8. We will have our annua business meeting during a noon luncheon
in Chattanooga and be e ecting new Chair and Secretary officers. Wewill dso have a Chapter fidd trip.
More information about the trip can be found in this Newdetter.

Please remember our Odum Award for Outstanding Student Research and make your contribution to this
fund.

Finaly, it has been my honor to serve the Chapter over the past two years. | know that an excellent date
of candidates is being presented to you for sdection in April. The Society is very active and offers our
Chapter many opportunities to become involved in nationa activities. | am sure that we continueto be an
active, vibrant chapter. Thank you. Ken

Biodiversity of the Southeast Field Trip at the ASB Meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
Wednesday April 5, 2000 sponsored by the Southeastern Chapter of the Ecological Society of
America.

Purpose: The purpose of thisfidd trip isto examine the various communities and biodiversity of an upland
forest (terrestrial) and a reservoir (aquatic). We will view and discuss forest communities of Prentice-
Cooper State Forest and aguatic communities of Nickgack Lake Reservoir. The day's discussons and
examples will focus on the pertinent chapters from the book series, “ Biodiversity of the Southeastern
United Sates’. The field trip isintended to build camaraderie and expand our often focused careers. We
a so encourage graduate students to participate.



Itinerary: The daylong fied trip will begin a 8:00 am. from the Conference Center and return by 5:30
p.m. The group (no more than twenty) will be salit in two, examining aguatic diversity for one hdf of the
day and terregtrid divergity for the second haf. The groupswill meet for lunch around 12:30 p.m. Thefied
tripswill indlude smple sampling of the various communities and the discussion of the rareand uniqueflora
and fauna

For further details, contact Scott Franklin (Terrestriad Diversity Leader; sfrankli@memphis.edu) or Jack
Grubaugh (Aquetic Diversity Leader; grubaugh@latte memphis.edu).

Sign up early to insure your participation.

Election of Officers:

The following have been nominated to be officers of the Southeastern Chapter (2000-2002) and will
assume duties at thetime of the ESA Annua Meeting in Snowhbird. The dectionwill be held at the Chapter
Luncheon/Business meeting in Chattanooga on Friday, April 7. Election will be by mgority of those voting
at the Chapter Business meeting.

Chair:
Niki Stephanie Nicholas, Tennessee Vdley Authority
Dondd R. Young, Virginia Commonwedth University

Short Vitae

Niki Stephanie Nicholas is Senior Scientist for Environmenta Assessment Research with the Tennessee
Vadley Authority's Public Power Ingtitute and is based in Norris, Tennessee.  ShehasaB.A. in biology
fromNorthwestern Univergity, aM.S. in ecology from the Univergity of Tennessee, and aPh.D. inforestry
from Virginia Polytechnic Inditute and State University. Over the past fifteen years Dr. Nicholas has
worked on a number of forest hedlth research projectslooking a methods of eva uating multiple stressors
of forest communities and evauating predictive response models.  Currently she isfocusing her research
on nitrogen saturation issues and is studying spatid variaion in the release/retention of nitrogen in southern
Appdachian high eevation watersheds. Dr. Nicholas is on the adjunct faculty with the University of
Tennessee's Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Auburn University's Department of
Forestry, and Utah State University's Department of Forest Resources. Sheisamember of the Ecologica
Society of America, Forest History Society, International Association for Vegetation Science, Society of
American Foresters, Torrey Botanical Society, and Air & Waste Management Association and has
previoudy served as Vice-Chair for ESA's Southeastern chapter.

Dondd R. Young was graduated from Clarion University of Pennsylvaniawith a BS in Biology (1975).
Working with Dr. William K Smith, he received a MS (1979) and PhD (1982) in Botany from the
Universty of Wyoming where he sudied the physiologica ecology of subapine forest understory herbs.
After aone-year postdoctoral appointment at UCLA with Dr. Park Nobd hejoined thefaculty at Virginia
CommonwedthUniversity asan Assstant Professor of Biology (1984). Currently Dr. Y oung is Professor
and Director of the Graduate Program in Biology. He hastrained sixteen MS students; eleven presented
papers a the ASB-SEESA meetings. His students recelved the Odum Award (1987) and the ASB
Student Research Award (1995). He was on the ASB Student Research Awards Committee for three



years and chaired the committee in 1993. Dr. Young served as an Associate Editor for the American
Midland Naturdist and is a member of the editoria board for the Journa of Coastal Research. His
research interests focus on environmental and biotic factors that affect the distribution and succession of
coadtd plant communities,

Secretary:
Paul A. Schmalzer, Dynamac Corporation, Kennedy Space Center

Short Vitae

Paul A. Schmalzer received aB.A. in biology from Western Maryland College (1976) and M.S. (1978)
and Ph.D. (1982) in ecology from the University of Tennessee. Heisaplant ecologist with the Dynamac
Corporation at Kennedy Space Center, Florida. His current research interests include: effects of fire on
vegetationand soil s, restoration of scrub ecosystems, and distribution, structure, composition, and dynamics
of barrier idand plant communities. Previous research included studies of vegetation and flora of the
Cumberland Plateau in Tennessee, vegetation of coastdl Cdifornia, and habitat use by gopher tortoises.
He has recelved certification as a Senior Ecologist by the Ecologica Society of America. Heisamember
of theEcologica Society of America, Society of Wetland Scientists, A ssoci ation of Southeastern Biologists,
Southern Appaachian Botanica Society, and other professond societiess He serves on the
Environmentaly Endangered Lands Sdlection Committee for Brevard County, Florida. He is author or
coauthor of 30 published papers and numerous technica reports.

Join the Southeast Chapter of ESA LISTSERVER

In conjunction with the Chapter Web page, Mark MacKenzie has set up aListServer to notify you each
time the Web pageisupdated. Tojoin the ListServer send amessage to <mgjordomo@mail.auburn.edu>
with the following command in the body of your emall message:

subscribe scesa

Comments from Secretary

Use the Southeastern Chapter of ESA Web Site (http://www.auburn.edu/seesal) to keep abreast of
Chapter News and events. The Web dte is updated with any breaking news. If you have News or
announcement, send them to Mark MacK enzie (mackenzi @f orestry.auburn.edu) who keepsthe Web site
updated. Send the officers any comments or concerns you have.

Jerry C. Ritchie, Newdetter Editor



