




Emily Pauli - Panelist 
Emily Pauli is a research scientist with the Hudson-Alpha Institute for 

Biotechnology in Huntsville, Alabama. She earned her B.S. in biomedical science 
in 1996, and her doctor of pharmacy in 2006 from Auburn University. Her first 
exposure to a research lab was during her last year at Auburn while finishing her 
undergraduate degree. She worked in Dr. Marie Wooten’s laboratory and unlike 
standard laboratory classes, she had no protocol in hand to follow step-by-step. 
She learned to pull from everything she had learned to that point and found that 
she really enjoyed working in a laboratory and the scientific process. 

After earning her bachelor’s degree, she worked as a scientist for four 
years at a privately held biotechnology firm developing tools for genomic and 

pre-clinical research, and validating results from the Human Genome Project. She then spent two years 
traveling the globe for a publicly traded biotechnology company in global market development for their 
genomic products and resources.

Kristalyn Scott - Panelist 
Kristalyn Scott graduated from Auburn University in 2003 with 

a B.S. in Microbiology. While at Auburn, Kristalyn was active in the 
Future Science, Engineering, and Mathematics Faculty Club, and Camp 
War Eagle, Auburn’s orientation program. After leaving Auburn, she 
spent a year teaching 8th grade science and social studies at Homewood 
Middle School in Homewood, AL.

In the fall of 2004, Kristalyn entered law school at the 
University of Alabama School of Law with the intent of using her 
science background to become a patent attorney. While in law school, 
Kristalyn clerked for various firms and offices including the Jefferson 
County Family Court’s Legal Aid office and the Honorable Judge 
Virginia E. Hopkins, federal district judge for the Northern district of 
Alabama. Kristalyn attended law school year-round, and as a result, 
graduated from Alabama in December 2006. She is currently waiting to 
receive her bar examination results from the Alabama State Bar, and is 
studying to take the patent bar in the fall.

Tracy Silver - Panelist
Originally from Greenville, South Carolina, Tracy Silver 

first visited Auburn in the summer of 1986, before her senior 
year of high school, and knew that she belonged on the beautiful, 
friendly campus.

When she began classes in the fall of 1987, she knew she 
wanted to teach, but wanted to study Mathematics rather than 
Math Education. Choosing General Mathematics as her major, 
she enrolled in the Dual-Objectives Program, which allowed her 
to earn her teaching certificate at the same time. After graduating 
Summa Cum Laude in 1991, she started graduate school in 
September of the same year. In 1993, she completed her Masters 
of Applied Mathematics. She is in her fifteenth year of teaching 
Mathematics at Benjamin Russell High School in Alexander City, 
Alabama. She has been teaching Geometry and Algebra II for the 

past several years. Since joining the faculty at BRHS, she has been selected as Teacher of the Quarter three 
times, and was honored as Teacher of the Year during the 2002-2003 year.


