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eGeotiger  
Newsletter of the AU Department of Geology and Geography 

Fall 2009 
 

About the Newsletter 
 
Greetings from the Plains! We are very pleased to transmit 
the first edition of eGeotiger, the newsletter of Auburn 

Universityôs Department of Geology and Geography. 
Seeing this may be a shock to some of you, given that a 
newsletter has not been produced and distributed for quite 
some time (and, for that, we apologize!). Indeed, owing to 
the lack of contact, some of you may not be aware of 
substantial changes that have taken place here at AU with 
regard to location of facilities, academic organization, and 
degree programs. Hopefully, the generalized timeline below 
and other news herein will help fill in some of the gaps. 
One of the most significant events of the past several 
decades is the 1999 merger of the Departments of Geology 
and Geography to form a single department within the 
College of Sciences and Mathematics. In fact, this is the 
first of our Departmental newsletters to serve both of these 
ñGeoò disciplines.   

We hope to produce an edition of the eGeotiger 

semiannually, with two main goals. First, we want to keep 
Geology and Geography alumni and other friends better 
informed about the Department, its faculty, staff, and 
students, and their goals and accomplishments. Second, 
and of equal importance, we seek to provide a vehicle by 
which alumni can share their news with the Department 
and with other alumni. As you will see in the following 
pages, we have made a good start toward our first goal: 
sections below include recent updates from current and  

emeritus faculty and staff, as well as news vignettes that 
feature faculty and students and their instructional, 
research, and outreach efforts.  

In contrast, the current edition contains only limited 
information about you, our alumni and friends. So, we ask 
for your help in several ways. First, we ask that you 
acknowledge, via return email, receipt of this newsletter, so 
that we know whether the newsletter is reaching its target. 
In your return e-mail, we would appreciate any suggestions 
about newsletter content, format, etc. Second, we seek 
your help in locating other alumni who may not have 
received the newsletter due to our lack of a current email 
address. If you have an email address for any of the folks 
listed under ñalumni e-mail contactsò below, please let us 
know. Third, and most important, we ask that you take 
some time to prepare a brief paragraph or two with your 
news to include in what we hope will be a more complete 
Spring edition of the newsletter (see the back page for 
more details). Regardless of the career path taken since 
completing your degree at AU, we would love to hear from 
all of our alumni!  
 
Ultimately, all issues of the eGeotiger will be posted in pdf 

format under the ñAlumniò tab at the Departmental web site 
(http://www.auburn.edu/cosam/departments/geology_geography).  

 
-Charles E. (Chuck) Savrda, Chair 
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Department Personnel-  
New and Familiar Faces 
 
Subsequent pages of this newsletter contain short 
personal updates prepared by each member of our 
faculty and staff. Here, we highlight a few personnel 
changes that we have seen in the last few years. 
 
Currently, the Departmentôs mission is being served by 
14 full-time faculty and 2 part-time instructors. Changes 
in faculty faces have resulted from the recent 
retirements of Tom Martinson (Geography, ó07), Bob 
Cook (Geology; ó07), and Sonny Dawsey (Geography, 
ó08), all of whom have been awarded Emeritus 
Professor status. Dr. Martinsonôs position was filled in 
Fall 2007 by Joshua (Josh) Inwood (PhD, UGA ô07). 
As an Urban Geographer with research interests in 
urban development, social justice, and racialization of 
place, Josh adds to existing Department strengths in 
human geography. Bob Cookôs position was filled by 
Haibo Zou (PhD FSU ô99) in Fall 2008. Haibo, an 
igneous geochemist with broad interests in igneous 
rock petrogenesis, joined us at AU following an 
appointment as a Research Scientist at the National Ion 
Microprobe Facility at UCLA. Budget issues have 
delayed the filling of Dr. Dawseyôs position. However, 
we have had solid assistance with Geography 
instruction from two part-time instructorsðDr. Bill 
Bailey and Mr. Jim Norwood.  
 
We must not forget another addition to the facultyð Dr. 
Mary Ellen Mazey, appointed as AUôs Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs in January 2009, is 
officially a tenured member of the Department of 
Geology and Geography. Dr. Mazey (PhD in Urban 
Geography, University of Cincinnati) previously held 
faculty and administrative positions at the University of 
Cincinnati, Wright State University, and West Virginia 
University. Although Dr. Mazeyôs administrative duties 
currently preclude instruction and research, we are 
pleased to have her as part of the Geology and 
Geography family.  
 

 
                  Provost Mary Ellen Mazey 
 

The Departmental staff comprises three veterans and 
two relatively recent additions. Eva Lilly, Sheila 
Arington, and John Simms are still with us and keep 
us moving in the right direction. Between the three of 
them, these folks have contributed ~90 years of 
dedicated service to the Department. Notably, Eva is 
ñcelebratingò her 40

th
 year in her position! Given her 

outstanding performance, we hope for more years of 
service (thank you, Eva!). New additions to the staff 
include Sherry Faust and Dr. Zeki Billor. Sherry joined 
the staff in Fall 2007 as an Administrative Support 
Associate whose duties mainly involve administration of 
Geography programs. Dr. Billor, a visiting scientist in 
the Department since 2005, recently joined the 
Departmental staff as a Research Fellow tasked with 
supporting the research activities of the Auburn Noble 
Isotope Mass Analysis Laboratory (ANIMAL) under the 
direction of Dr. Bill Hames.  
 
The Department also recently played host to two visiting 
scientists. Scott Harris, who completed his PhD 
dissertation at Brown University on impact glasses in 
Argentine loess, worked with Dr. David King and his 
students on the petrography of high-temperature 
phases in impact-produced materials. Dr. Mark 
Anderson, University of Plymouth (England), is 
collaborating with Drs. Mark Steltenpohl and Bill 
Hames on Arctic Caledonia. 

 

Faculty Recognition 
 
Departmental faculty members have been recognized 
with various AU and COSAM awards during the last few 
years. Mark Steltenpohl was named an Auburn 
University Alumni Professor for 2009-2014. The Alumni 
Professorships reward faculty members who have been 
recognized by their peers and colleagues as making 
outstanding and exceptional contributions to the 
University's academic programs. Notably, both Mark 
Steltenpohl and Ashraf Uddin are among only five 
faculty members throughout the University selected to 
receive 2008-09 Outstanding Graduate Mentor Awards 
from the Graduate Student Council. Dr. Ming-Kuo Lee 
was selected to receive the COSAM Outstanding 
Faculty Research Award for 2009, recognizing his 
achievements in hydrology and groundwater 
geochemistry. Dr. Toni Alexander received a 2008 
Distinguished Diversity Research Award. This award, 
established by the AUôs Research Initiative for the 
Study of Diversity and the Office of Diversity and Multi-
Cultural Affairs, is facilitating Toniôs current research on 
the nature and impacts of growing Hispanic populations 
in rural Alabama. Finally, Dr. Chuck Savrda was 
named the Marguerite Scharnagel Professor of Physical 
Sciences for 2007-2010.  

Our faculty continue to have success in teaching, 
research, and service endeavors as described in 
individual faculty news below.  
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Graduate Program & Student 
News 

From GeographyééWe are pleased to announce 
that, after years of hard work by the Geography faculty, 
a new MS program in Geography was finally approved 
in June 2008 and officially will be implemented at the 
start of Spring semester 2010. Students entering the 
program, which focuses on applied geography, will 
have the opportunity to pursue either a thesis or non-
thesis option. Eight new courses, targeting senior-level 
undergraduates and MS students, already have been 
added to the AU Bulletin. The forthcoming move of 
Geography to new space on the 2

nd
 floor of Haley 

Center will accommodate the growth of Geography 
programs. Hopefully, as the economy begins to 
improve, we will get the go-ahead to recruit several new 
faculty members to help build the program. We will 
keep you posted on our progress in subsequent issues 
of the eGeotiger.   

From Geologyéé.The MS program in Geology is 
going strong. We saw a record number of students (11) 
complete their work in 2008, and ~20 students are 
currently enrolled and progressing through the program 
with the guidance of Graduate Program Officer Dr. 
Ashraf Uddin. The quality of our graduate students is 
indicated by various awards and accomplishments. 
During the past three years, our graduate students have 
garnered two COSAM Outstanding Masters Research 
Awards (Mohammad Shamsudduha, MS ô07, for his 
studies of groundwater arsenic contamination in 
Bangladesh, directed by Dr. Uddin; Germari de 
Villiers, MS ô07, for her work on potential marine impact 
craters on Mars, directed by Drs. David King and Luke 
Marzen), two COSAM Outstanding GTA Awards (Wes 
Buchanan, MS ô08; and Kevin Bogdan, MS ô09), two 
Graduate School Outstanding Masters Student Awards 
(Sean Bingham, MS ô07; and Kelli Hardesty, MS ô08), 
and a number of Alabama Geological Society 
scholarships (Kelli Hardesty, MS ô08; Nathan Layfield, 
MS ô09; and current students Lee Beasley, Billie 
Palmer, and James Thomka). In addition, our graduate 
students continue to succeed in winning grants-in-aid of 
research from various professional societies.  

Undergraduate Programs & 
Student Recognition 

Current degree offerings at the undergraduate level are 
the BA in Geography and the BS in Geology. Numbers 
of majors have been on a steady rise in both programs, 
increasing from a total of 38 to 66 during the past five 
years.  

The Faculty continues to encourage undergraduates to 
engage in research. Notably, during the past three 
years, six of our students, representing both Geology 

and Geography, have won COSAM or AU 
Undergraduate Research Fellowships to facilitate an 
array of research projects. Thomas Key BA (ô07, 
Geology) did field research on the evolution of the 
Austerfjord shear zone in Arctic Norway. Chris Ploetz 
(BA ô07 Geography; now pursuing a Masters degree at 
UGA) completed a study of the impacts of hurricanes 
Ivan and Katrina under the direction of Dr. Phil Chaney. 
Guided by Drs. Mark Steltenpohl and Lorraine Wolf, 
Amanda Savrda (BSô 08 Geology, now an MS 
candidate at South Carolina) performed geophysical 
modeling of basement rocks beneath the Alabama 
coastal plain. Both Jessica Morgan (BS ô08 Geology; 
now an MS candidate at UT-Austin) and Ray Tichenor 
(BS ô10 Geology) employed their fellowships to work 
with Dr. Ron Lewis on modern benthic foraminifera on 
San Salvador, Bahamas. Our most recent research 
fellow, Josh Lively (BS ô10 Geology), is also 
supervised by Dr. Lewis. Josh is investigating the 
geology and paleontology of the caprock formed by the 
Cretaceous Tombigbee Sand (Eutaw Formation) at 
Catoma Creek in central Alabama, as well as potential 
modern analogs on the Alabama-Florida coast. 

Of course, COSAM continues its annual recognition of 
outstanding juniors and seniors in each department in 
the college. The Outstanding Junior and Outstanding 
Senior (Deanôs Medalist) in Geology and Geography for 
2008-09 are Josh Lively and Jordan-Leigh Taylor 
(BSô 09, now an MS candidate at the University of 
Kansas).  The 2009 Icenogle Award, which recognizes 
the Departmentôs Outstanding Senior in Geography, 
was presented to Chandler White.  
 

Scholarships & Grants 
 
Six years ago, the Department was able to offer only 
one $1000 scholarship each year. However, thanks to 
continued giving by alumni, departmental faculty, and 
other friends (especially Vulcan Materials Company), 
our scholarship programs have grown substantially. We 
are pleased to announce that for the 2009-10 academic 
year the department was able to award $1-2K 
scholarships to eight qualified geology and geography 
majors.  
 
Recipients of endowed Geology Alumni Scholarships 
for 2009-10 include James P. Taylor, Nathan 
Campbell, and Ray Tichenor. Robert S. Fousek 
scholarships (see Alumni Recognition below) have 
been awarded to Joel Abrahams and John Hawkins, 
while Matthew Donaldson, Joshua Lively, and 
Chandler White are receiving Vulcan Materials 
scholarships. In addition to their scholarships, Ray 
Tichenor and John Hawkins will share the 2009-10 
Hargett-Dunston Undergraduate Field Research Award, 
a grant-in-aid established by alumni Jacob F. Dunston 
(BS '99) and Robert N. (Rob) Hargett (BS' 99) to 
encourage undergraduate participation in field-based 
research projects. Ray will use his grant to map the 
spatial and bathymetric distribution of attached 
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foraminifera, San Salvador, Bahamas. John will be 
mapping rocks of the Eastern Blue Ridge in the Our 
Town, AL, quadrangle. 

Outreach Notables 

Departmental faculty and students continue to work 
toward an informed citizenry via various outreach and 
service efforts. Of course, we remain involved in various 
COSAM outreach activities here on campus, including 
Science Olympiad and AU Explore. Stan I, the first T. 
rex skull replica acquired by the department (i.e., the 
one that was stolen and recovered back in 2005), 
frequently makes an appearance at AU explore and 
other events. Stan II remains safely on display in the 
Petrie Hall Foyer, along with a new ñOur Active Earthò 
interactive computer kiosk that allows visitors to explore 
earthquakes, volcanoes, and the like. Notably, Stan II 
has a new informative placard, thanks to a gift from 
Reuben Johnson (MS ô07). 

Drs. Lorraine Wolf and Ming-Kuo Lee continue their 
Water Education for Alabama (WET) outreach program. 
In collaboration with the AU Environmental Institute, 
they established a field station at Auburn Universityôs 
E.V. Smith Center for conducting groundwater activities 
for middle school children and teachers. More recently, 
Ming-Kuo Lee, Luke Marzen, and other COSAM 
collaborators under the direction of Associate Dean 
Marie Wooten have initiated NASA-funded efforts to 
develop modules on global climate change for Alabama 
classrooms. Luke Marzen also continues his co-
Directorship of AlabamaView, a USGS-sponsored 
consortium formed to promote research, education, and 
outreach of remote sensing and geographic information 
systems among citizens of Alabama.  

Lorraine Wolf and graduate student Lee Beasley 
demonstrate a groundwater experiment as part of 
Water Edcuation for Alabama  

The Wetumpka impact structure continues to serve as a 
major vehicle for community outreach. Dr. David T. 
Kingôs work on this structure, recently featured on 
Alabama Public Televisionôs Discovering Alabamað
episode #31, has garnered quite a bit of public 

attention. Dr. King, with the help of his students, 
continues to lead annual crater tours for the general 
public and, with the Wetumpka Impact Commission (a 
Wetumpka-Elmore County intergovernmental entity), is 
playing a role in the conception and planning of a new 
park-like interpretative center to be located on U.S. 231 
just outside of the crater. 

Stan I makes an appearance at AU Explore 

Alumni Recognition 

We are extremely grateful to all alumni for their past 
and ongoing support of the Department. Many of you 
have contributed to the growth of our scholarship funds 
and to other ñspecialò projects in support of our faculty 
and students. We thank you all! 

As a way of recognizing those who have been of long-
term service to our programs, the Department of 
Geology and Geography has established an 
Outstanding Alumni Service Award. Our first two 
recipients are Herb Martin (BS '79; Devon Oil and Gas, 
Oklahoma City, OK) and Dr. Art Merkle (BS '79; DDS, 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida), recognized for their long-
term service as Department representatives on the 
COSAM Dean's Leadership Council, their establish-
ment of and contributions to the endowed Geology 
Alumni Undergraduate Scholarship fund, and their 
ongoing development efforts on behalf of the 
Department of Geology and Geography.  Herb and Art 
received their awards at a departmental reception in 
Fall 2006. 

 
Art Merkle (left) and Herb Martin 
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Robert (Bob) S. Fousek (MS ô96; FMR Inc., Auburn, 
AL) was presented the award at a reception in Fall 
2008. Bob is recognized for his long-term advocacy of 
the Department and our students, which among other 
things includes the establishment of a scholarship 
program to support students with interests in the 
minerals industry and other areas of traditional geology. 

We are very thankful for all of the support from these 
hardworking and dedicated Departmental alumni. 

Bob Fousek with some faculty and students 

News from Faculty and Staff 
 

Faculty 
 
Toni Alexander  
(alexato@auburn.edu) 
Assistant Professor of Geography 
@ Auburn since 2005 
 

 
 
I really canôt believe that I am starting my fifth year as a 
geography professor at AU.  So much has happened 
both professionally and personally in so little time. 
 
I really enjoy interacting with Auburn students and much 
of my time has been spent working with students both 
in and out of the classroom.  As a human geographer 
specializing in cultural geography, Iôve had the 
opportunity to get to know almost every Geography 
major over the past several years by teaching the 
required Cultural Geography course.  Iôve also had the 
chance to connect with students across the AU campus 
by teaching Global Geography, a core curriculum 
course.  For most students, Global Geography is the 
first geography class theyôve had since seventh grade, 
so itôs really exciting to show them how interesting the 
world can be and to make world events less intimidating 
and more understandable.  Much of my teaching efforts 
have been concentrated at the lower-division, but Iôve 
also had the chance to develop more specialized upper-
level courses, aimed at Geography majors and 
graduate students.  Iôve taught regional courses on the 
Geography of the U.S. and regularly offered European 

Geography.  Iôve also taught Urban Geography and 
recently revived Economic Geography.  Of course, 
teaching is often focused on time in the classroom, but 
fieldwork and undergraduate research has also been an 
exciting area for me.  Last year, I supervised Luke 
Hein, an Auburn Undergraduate Research Fellow, and 
his research project that studied migrant labor in 
Beijing, China.  This semester Iôve incorporated a class 
research project into Economic Geography that will 
examine the spatial economic patterns of tailgating on 
the AU campus ï so if youôre tailgating on campus this 
fall and a student asks you to complete a survey about 
tailgating, theyôre probably students from the 
Department of Geology and Geography. 
 
Involving students in research is exciting, but I also 
have some independent research projects underway.  
As a cultural geographer, I continue to examine migrant 
and immigrant populations both past and present.  My 
interests in historical geography have led me to study 
the Okie population in Californiaôs Central Valley over 
the past several years (see for example, my recent 
article in The Journal of Cultural Geography), but more 
recently Iôve begun working the Alabama Cooperative 
Extension Services to understand the impacts of 
Hispanic immigrants upon rural Alabama communities.  
Interestingly, both groups highlight the importance of 
legal and cultural citizenship.  Iôve also had the 
opportunity to direct my research efforts toward 
improving the AU community by contributing to the 
NSF-supported Auburn ADVANCE project which seeks 
to increase the recruitment and retention of female 
faculty in the fields of science, mathematics, 
engineering, and social sciences. 
 
While life on campus has been constantly changing for 
me, so too has my home life.  After living apart for four 
years, Eric Wersel and I were finally married in the 
spring of 2006 and he was able to move to Alabama 
that autumn.  Weôve also added to our family with the 
birth of Camille in late December 2008.  Itôs absolutely 
amazing to see how much sheôs changed in just 8 short 
months.  Sheôs still figuring out crawling, but as far as 
weôre concerned, sheôs clearly brilliant.  Sheôs definitely 
my best ñproductionò to date. 
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William H. (Bill) Bailey 
(whb0003@auburn.edu) 
Instructor ï Geography 

 
 
This Fall marks the start of my second year as a visiting 
part-time instructor in Geography; however, this 
assignment is not my first at Auburn.  In 1989, after a 
fruitful career in both higher education and the K-12 
milieu, I began a six-year period as an assistant 
professor of Geography at Auburn. My focus during that 
stint was geographic education (especially using 
distance learning technology) and cartography-GIS.  
I left AU and, for the next several years, engaged in 
consulting with various public school systems in 
Alabama and Georgia to help them develop and employ 
GIS technology to plan such things as attendance 
zones and school bus transportation routes.   
 
Although continuing and expanding the scope of my 
GIS consulting business to include assisting small 
communities and independent planners in the 
application of GIS, I returned to the Fulton County, 
Georgia, public school system for six years and retired 
in 2004.  Since 1999, I have taught Geography part-
time at Georgia State University.  Currently, I am 
enjoying my part-time visiting instructor work at AU and 
continue my professional interest in geographic 
education, distance learning, and cartography-GIS. 
 
As you are well aware, extension/outreach is an 
important responsibility at AU, for faculty, students, and 
alumni.  In retirement I have been given an opportunity 
to take the extension concept a bit further as President 
of the Georgia District Exchange Clubs, one of 32 
districts in the National Exchange Club organization.  
Alabama has one of the 32.  The mission of Exchange 
is fourfold:  community service, promotion of 
Americanism, service to youth, and the prevention of 
child abuse.  There are 49 Exchange Clubs with over 
2,400 members serving communities in Georgia; and 
there are over 24,000 members of 800 Exchange Clubs 
across the United States.  Although much of the service 
delivered by club members to their communities is 
priceless, money that they raise each year to support 
community efforts to prevent child abuse is in the 
millions of dollars, and that amount is simply for one of 
the four mission components.  Perhaps, some of you 

reading this piece are Exchange Club members; or, find 
out if your community has an Exchange Club and join it; 
if not, ask me how to start one. 
 
My two daughters continue to bring me much pleasure.  
Ellaine (Miller) earned the Ph.D. degree at AU several 
years ago and participates in the management of a 
Child and Family Development program that she helped 
develop at AU.  She resides in LaGrange, Georgia. 
Kathryn (Nunnelley) earned the AB and MA degrees in 
English at Alabama, married a native of Heflin, 
Alabama, taught English at Wellborn High School near 
Anniston for a few years, and recently moved with her 
husband and son (Taylor ï 5) to Massachusetts, where 
they serve as Baptist Missionaries in the City of 
Worcester. 
 
A significant number of my AU students in the early 
1990s have become engaged in careers involving their 
geographic education.  To them and to all our AU 
geography alumni I extend my best wishes for 
continued success. 

 
Thomas (Jack) Carrington  
(carritj@bellsouth.net) 
Emeritus Professor of Geology 
Retired 1994 

 
 
I was asked by Chuck to send him a paragraph or two, 
relating what I have been doing since I retired in 1994, 
and I thought ña piece of cake.ò Now that I faced up to 
it, what have I done that anyone would want to hear 
about? It seems that Iôm grumping about the same 
things I grumped about as a teenager, except then I 
was convinced that I would eventually make a big 
difference in the way the world turned. 
 
Ethel and I have realized that our children are no longer 
children, and donôt listen to us any more than they ever 
did. Mary is teaching at Governorôs State University, 
somewhat south of Chicago, and Rob is employed at 
ADEM (Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management), and both they and their spouses are 
doing well. Ethel has retired from employment at 
Auburnôs City Library, and never stops going. I have 

mailto:whb0003@auburn.edu
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kept in touch by teaching courses at OLLI at Auburn, 
which is an organization sponsored by the University 
wherein members offer courses in various subjects 
three terms and a summer each year to members and 
non-members. I like to think of it as a bunch of old 
geezers stumbling around trying to keep from running 
into someone and hurting themselves. So far, Iôve 
succeededémore or less. 

 
Philip L. Chaney  

(chanepl@auburn.edu) 
Associate Professor of Geography 
@ Auburn since 1998 

 
 
Another hurricane (and football) season is about to get 
underway as we begin the Fall 2009 semester here at 
Auburn. I will be teaching Global Geography and GIS 
again this term, and Physical Geography and Natural 
Hazards in the spring. The hazards field trip to the Gulf 
Coast and New Orleans has become a big hit so 
students are already talking about signing up. Highlights 
from last yearôs trip included the crazy development at 
Dauphin Island, gambling casinos at Biloxi, Hurricane 
Katrina protest signs at Bay St. Louis, the Lower 9

th
 

Ward and the levees in New Orleans. This yearôs trip 
included a special stop in the French Quarter so 
everyone could see the difference in elevation between 
the Mississippi River and the land behind the levee at 
Jackson Square, among other thingsé Last yearôs 
class had such a good time that thereôs talk of 
organizing a carload of ñhazards groupiesò to tag along 
this year! Iôm sure its no surprise that Iôm still doing 
research on hurricanes and coastal development.  
 
Patrick Barrineau, one of our current students, is doing 
some really interesting work on sustainable 
development for coastal cities. Tornadoes have also 
been a big interest lately. Recent projects include the 
tornado disaster at Enterprise, AL., and the Super 
Tuesday Tornado Disaster at Lafayette, TN.   
 
For those who remember Orion Stand-Gravois, he is a 
member of our first class of students accepted to the 
graduate program and will be working with me in his 
studies on a sports geography topic, possibly 

something on the Atlanta Braves (maybe he can help 
the Braves win a World Series). Stay Safe and Good 
Luck! 

 
Robert (Bob) Cook  
(cookrob@auburn.edu) 
Emeritus Professor of Geology 
Retired 2007 

 
 
On July 1

st
 I began my third year of retirement. I still 

come into the office almost daily, working on a few 
papers and my bimonthly articles for Rocks and 
Minerals magazine. In the area of publishing, I also 
wrote two chapters for a new book called Americaôs 
Mineral Heritage and two chapters for a book on 
Bolivian mineralogy.  I am still a member on three M.S. 
thesis committees and the major professor for one 
student (Jessica Horwitz) who is nearing completion of 
her thesis. Last spring semester, I taught Advanced 
Economic geology to a class of surprisingly interested 
and accomplished students.  
 
Outside of the department I am still involved with 
periodic consulting activities. This includes concrete 
petrographic issues, sinkhole repair, and general quarry 
work such as reserve estimation and quality control 
issues. I have worked with Wasser LLC over the past 
several years in the ownerôs efforts to reopen the 
tantalum mine at Rockford. This has carried me to 
places such as Rio de Janeiro and Shanghai to attend 
meetings with world tantalum and niobium  consumers. 
Until recently I was also involved with a group trying to 
develop the Sessions, Alabama gold deposit as a small 
heap leach operation. 
 
Betty and I still have the place on Lake Martin and it 
requires a significant amount of upkeep and 
maintenance. I am interested in the area around 
Leadville, Colorado and have gotten a few patented 
mining claims there. In the process of keeping up with 
that activity, I have managed to spend far too much 
time metal detecting for gold on the old mine dumps 
east of town. I do find a specimen from time to time, but 
it is difficult. I continue to spend one week a year in 
Nevada with my old detecting buddy Ed Coogan, who is 
now a spry 84 years old.  
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Our son Lee is in his 19
th

 year in the Coast Guard. He is 
on the promotion list and will likely extend past his 20

th
 

retirement year in order to gain maximum benefits. 
Right now he is stationed in California and is in charge 
of power systems on the largest ship they have. His 
wife and their two daughters continue to temporarily live 
in Chattanooga where he was stationed before moving 
to Alameda, awaiting his next assignment before putting 
the house up for sale. This gives us a chance to spend 
time with the grandkids. Yes I am a grandfather.  For 
those of you who graduated a number of years ago, you 
are not forgotten, and I would love to hear from you.  
 

 
Betty and Bob Cook at Bobôs retirement reception 
 

 
Cyrus B. (Sonny) Dawsey  
(dawsecb@auburn.edu) 
Emeritus Professor of Geography 
Retired 2008 

 
Sonny Dawsey at his retirement reception 
 
Dr. Sonny Dawsey has led a fairly busy life since his 
retirement in July, 2008.  He maintains a professional 
interest in matters geographical by keeping up with 
some of the scholarly literature and staying in touch 
with colleagues on campus.  Though no longer an 
employee of Auburn University, Sonny submitted the 

required reports and laboratory exercises to maintain 
the instructional contract between our Department and 
Intergraph Corporation at Huntsville. The grant provides 
free, virtually unlimited, use of Geomedia Professional, 
one of the leading GIS products on the market today.  
He continues to offer lectures aboard the Cruise Ship 
ñThe World,ò and his most recent two-week endeavor 
occurred as the vessel traveled through the Panama 
Canal and along the western shore of South America.  
Sonny has also been active in the Auburn community, 
participating in recreational and service organizations.  
One of the most rewarding activities has been his 
involvement with the Christian Womenôs Job Corps, 
sponsored by the Auburn United Methodist Church.  
This is a program designed to provide critical job-skills 
to women of modest income who are seeking 
employment to support themselves and their families.  
Sonny offers hands-on computer training 5 days a week 
in the spring and fall.  
  
In regards to Sonnyôs family, his wife, Barbara, is the 
Director of the weekly Childrenôs Day Out program at 
the Auburn Methodist Church, and she continues to 
enjoy the contact with parents and children.  Marc is a 
lawyer in private practice in Birmingham, AL; Amanda is 
a professor of Economics at the University of Montana 
in Missoula; and Wesley, having recently completed his 
studies at the University of Illinois, has taken a tenure-
track position on the Engineering faculty at Ohio 
Northern University.  The three children as well as five 
grandchildren continue to be important foci in the lives 
of Sonny and Barbara. 
 
Sonny Dawsey misses the daily contact with students 
and colleagues that was part of his life during the past 
33 years as professor of Geography, but he is happy 
and active in retirement.  He welcomes contact from 
former students and friends either via email 
(dawsecb@auburn.edu), or Facebook (search: ñSonny 
Dawseyò). 

 

 

 
AU students near Pikes Peak. A two-week trip out 
west is now part of our Geology Field Camp course 

mailto:dawsecb@auburn.edu

