To: All undergraduate and graduate students, instructors, and faculty.

Re: Deadline extended for the Auburn Haiku Challenge (respond to ryanjae@auburn.edu by Sept. 17)

[[Dear all:


Response has been very postive for the Haiku Challenge that I proposed earlier, but since we’ve had additional persons sign up only within the past few days, I wanted to extend the deadline for participation.  If you’ve not yet done so, now is the time to take the challenge…  Here’s the original notice once again.  You may express your interest by email to ryanjae@auburn.edu. Please let me know if you have questions. Thanks,  Jim Ryan]]

In 1996, a group of seven friends---among them Michael Stipe, a vocalist for the rock band R.E.M.---agreed to write a haiku poem each day for a year and mail them to one another.  One of the shortest poetic forms, haiku is a 17-syllable verse form consisting of three metrical units of 5, 7, and 5 syllables. The results of the project, which they called the “haiku challenge,” were so successful that the group eventually published a number of these short poems in a book called The Haiku Year.

This sounded like such a stimulating idea that it has occurred to me to  propose---in the same spirit as the ongoing “Haley Center Poetry Project”---a similar, but modified, “Haiku Challenge” this semester for those of us studying and teaching at Auburn.  The rewards are obvious: if we pursue the Haiku Challenge with diligence, each of us will have the pleasure of reading a newly-created haiku each day for several weeks (at least, depending on how many students and faculty participate).

Proposed guidelines:

1. Daily inspiration: Each participant (enlisted on a first-come basis) will write one haiku each week day for several weeks).  The exact number of days will be announced after we know how many haiku-writers would like to participate.

2. Open to all: Undergraduate students, graduate students, and a limited number of faculty members are welcome to join this semester’s Haiku Challenge.

3. Multiple readers: Participants will be given the names and mail addresses for all members of the Haiku Challenge.  Each day, they will mail their haiku-of-the-day to a different person on the list.

4. Selective anonymity: All writers will use a nickname or alias in signing the haikus that are mailed to the other individuals in the Haiku Challenge; only the Haiku Coordinator will maintain a full list of participants and nicknames.  Writers will have the option of revealing their identities at an informal Haiku Reception at the end of the term.

5. Prize: the person who, by consensus, is selected as the writer of the best haikus will be awarded a gift certificate for dinner at a local Japanese restaurant. 

What to do now: 

Before announcing exact dates and details for the Haiku Challenge, I’d like to estimate the number of undergraduate students, graduate students, and faculty who would like to participate.  

1. Faculty and GTAs: Please announce the upcoming Haiku Challenge to your composition classes, Great Books classes, and upper-division English classes and encourage your students to participate.

2. All persons (faculty, graduate students, undergraduate students) interested in taking part in this experimental event are asked to contact me by e-mail by September 18.

Contact: Prof. Jim Ryan (HC8070; 844-9031; ryanjae@auburn.edu)

