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MAPPING 
 
Visual mapping is an effective way to organize information through the use of visual rather than verbal 
symbols.  The “maps” should show the direction or flow of the organization and, hence, reflect the pattern 
of thought. They are useful both in outlining essays or textbook chapters while you are studying and in 
organizing ideas for a paper you are trying to write. 
 
Here are some examples.  Remember that the shape of the map is determined by the content it represents. 
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