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Meeting the needs of the Auburn International community is at the heart of this discussion.  
For information on how to support this activity please contact the AU Office of 
International Education and the AU Development Office.  In the history of these types of 
communities around the world one can find a common basis for their existence – donors 
and sponsors interested in strengthening the cultural experience of the students and 
communities in which they reside. 
 
This discussion also addresses a range of needs from housing to administrative for the whole of 
the AU international community and therefore is entitled "Experience in International Living" 
because it is our belief that there is a strong need to develop an Auburn community infrastructure 
that reflects at its heart the housing, cultural and support needs of the entire international 
community accross the breadth of the international scope of the university. 
 
Currently Auburn University hosts over 800 international students, over 100 foreign scholars and 
short term international visitors and sponsors numerous study abroad efforts involving over 500 
Auburn students each year.  There is also considerable undeveloped potential for future student 
and faculty exchanges which are either directly or indirectly affected by the limitations in 
housing options on the campus.  
 
What are the possibilities and challenges? 
 
1. International Students and Scholars 

 
A major component for new arrivals is the fact that they come from environments in which 
they have close family and friends support and move to an environment where they have 
little or know knowledge of the surrounding community, leasing systems, costs, access 
issues, etc…  In general it is universally accepted that housing associated with a university 
offers a certain security, familiarity and group solidarity from the beginning.  Students and 
accompanying families from around the world in essence "assume, perceive and trust" that 
universities provide a housing complex and support system that will provide for their 
minimal needs.  Such assumptions revolve around personal/family security, cost, ability to 
form a close knit support infrastructure especially for families, closeness to campus, etc.   
Unfamiliarity with US housing systems, inability to secure transportation, a focus on the 
central nature of the campus/academic programs, and a lack of understanding of the needs of 
foreign students and their families further inhibits the use of off campus systems.   
 
Areas for specific consideration: 
a. married housing for international families - where there could be a distinct infrastructure 

developed of programming for spouses, children and families.   
 



b. undergraduate housing - that is available year around and that provides for international 
students who typically do not leave the campus during breaks, summer, etc.. 

 
c. housing options for the AU Intensive English Program which runs 8 week sessions year 

round.   This program often can serve as a bridge program, recruiting students whose 
original intent is to learn English, for students who wish to secure higher degrees. 

 
d. exchange program options which allow for one or two semester housing - often partnered 

with foreign institutions who accept AU students on a 1:1 basis with the understanding 
that AU will provide on campus housing options. 

 
2. Visitors, guests, transition 
 

a. Many institutions including Auburn have guests that range from research scholars to 
presidents of sister institutions.  There exists a need for on campus "guest" units available 
for short term use from one week to several months to facilitate the relationships between 
institutions.  Such unit are typically available for a nominal maintenance fee. These 
facilitate the transportation, support, and other issues that researchers and others have 
when attempting to foster such global exchanges. 

 
b. International students often arrive at "inconvenient" times due to the US immigration 

laws, vagaries of travel arrangements and any number of other complicating factors.  
Such arrivals often need a temporary location for days to weeks to get their bearings and 
make the appropriate arrangements. 

 
c. Emergency housing needs related to issues such as death of a student, family member or 

serious/catastrophic illness of an AU student or scholar.  During such difficult times 
issues such as being with the campus community and family can minimize the stress on 
the families as well as reduce the logistical issues for the AU staff working with such 
events. 

 
3. International House and IE Administrative complex 
 

To foster a more global thinking in the overall student and academic community Auburn 
University should develop an International House concept.  Under the traditional "I" house 
concept a ratio of 50:50 domestic to international students (including gender in addition to 
US: foreign) would be fostered and encouraged.  Typically the domestic student population 
would be comprised of students who either intend to study abroad during their academic 
program at Auburn University.    Such a concept linked with the overall housing issues could 
foster language learning, cross cultural events, the development of student led support 
programs, etc… 

 
When envisioning an experience in international living on the AU campus one could envision a 
complex that addresses these many needs.  Such a concept could form the nucleus of an 
International Cultural Complex from which related services could be easily addressed.  Locating 
the normal International Student and Scholar Services, Auburn Abroad, Global Tigers, and other 



related functions in the heart of a living/culture community would strengthen the 
gown/community relationship.   Issues such as the inability of spouses or even students to secure 
transportation, holiday periods, immigration, day care, spousal and family support as well as the 
fostering of global thinking in the AU student body and campus community could be much more 
easily addressed by the development of an "International Living Community" on the AU 
campus.  Such a community may not address all the needs however it could be envisioned as a 
focal point that resolves immediate housing options as well as other services and functions 
related to the concept.   Such a concept could further foster a campus and Auburn community 
linkage incorporating minimal resources on the campus with facilitation of access to the broader 
Auburn and regional community resources. 
 
Some examples of I Houses around the world: 
 
University of Chicago - http://ihouse.uchicago.edu/ 
 
Chiba University - http://www.chiba-u.ac.jp/e/supports/house.html  
 
West Virginia University - 
http://admissions.wvu.edu/undergraduate/housing/internationalhouse.asp 
 
San Jose State University - http://www2.sjsu.edu/ihouse/ 
 
 Jacksonville State University - http://www.jsu.edu/alumni/paris/history.html  
 
Washington State University - http://www.wsu.edu/~ihouse/  
 
UAB International House - http://students.uab.edu/services/show.asp?durki=32586 
 
Berkley University - http://ihouse.berkeley.edu/ 
 
James Cook University - http://www.jcu.edu.au/office/accom/rotary/  
 
University of Tennessee - http://web.utk.edu/~ihouse/welcome/ 
 
Central Washington University - http://www.cwu.edu/~intlprog/I-house.html 
 




























