




Welcome - 6/23/2011 

About This Handbook 
 
 
 This is the sixth edition of the Auburn University International Student and Scholar 
Orientation Handbook.  Therefore, we expect that, with your help, it will be updated regularly.  We 
also recognize that in such a brief document as this, we will not be able to provide you with all the 
details you will need to have a successful and rewarding experience here at Auburn University.  It is 
our sincere hope that at a minimum the information we are providing in this handbook will help you 
as you start your process of adjusting to the Auburn environment and that it will serve as a point of 
reference for you during the years to come.  You will find that with over 800 international students 
and over 100 scholars, the international community in Auburn is both diverse and representative of 
many cultures and customs from around the world.   As the definition of an International Student and 
Scholar has many meanings - including: students seeking degrees at either the undergraduate, 
graduate or professional levels; students participating in a short term Intensive English Program; 
students participating in one or two semester exchanges; and scholars who are in the categories of 
research scholar, professor, or short term scholar (under 3 months) - it will be most challenging to 
provide all the information everyone needs.  Also, in Alabama you will experience an equal range of 
US culture and customs, Auburn has over 23,000 students on its campus, a majority of which are 
from the State of Alabama, with representatives from almost every other US state.  With such a wide 
range of cultures, customs, and experiences, you are bound to find your experiences both rewarding 
as well as challenging.  It is our sincere hope that with this handbook we can provide you with an 
outline on how to approach these potential challenges and make your academic and cultural 
experience here a most rewarding experience.   
 

NEED HELP/ HAVE QUESTIONS - HERE ARE SOME CONTACTS FOR YOU TO USE 
 First try emailing your questions to intledu@auburn.edu or check the OIP  web pages at www.auburn.edu/aub-ie  

Or come by and schedule an appointment at 228 Foy Hall – 844-5001 
International Programs 
Administration* 
 

Dr. Andrew Gillespie, Ph.D., Assistant Provost   
Maggie Lawry, Program Associate 
Audrey Grindle, Receptionist 
Deborah Bledsoe, Insurance Coordinator 

 
International Student Advising 
Services  - F and J Programs 
Immigration Employment 

Sue Ann Balch, JD Assistant Director, Immigration Compliance 
Carol Lovvorn, International Student Advisor 
Penny Christopher, International Student Advisor 
Jessica Holley, International Student Advisor/Employment Assistant 
Angela Evans, Records and Driver’s License Letters 

 
Auburn Abroad and OIE Special 
Projects 

Deborah Weiss, Assistant Director, Auburn Abroad 
Joan Layne, Senior Coordinator, Auburn Abroad 
Korbin Dimmick, Coordinator, Auburn Abroad 

 
Graduate School/  
Intl. Graduate   Admissions 

Theresa Morgan, Graduate School, morgatk@auburn.edu, 334-
844-4700, Hargis Hall. 

Office of Academic Affairs – Auburn University 
ESL Program 

Dr. Dan Raffalovich, Ph. D.  Director, 334-844-2122, 
raffadc@auburn.edu – Foy Hall 

Many colleges and academic units at Auburn University provide additional support for international students.   
Please feel free to contact these units directly or the Office of International Programs. 

 


