Current Management

Longleaf pine forests
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cvolved withi
frequent, low-intensity fires started by |
both lightning and Native Americans. |
in order to address
safety concerns and meet management |
objectives, fire must be prescribed by |
shilled land practitioners under exact

look dangerous, |
prescribed fires are an essential tool for |
and
nongame habitat within longleaf pine |
Without these frequent fires,
vines and shrubs (otherwise hilled back |
invade the forest.
Over time the appearance of the
longleaf forest transforms from openf
and |
In essence tahing fire
out of the longleaf pine forest is lihe |

we are
setting controlled, low-~intensity, woods~
fires to remove forest litter and thus
yet |
dangerously intense, catastrophic wild- |

In some instances it is necessary to remove
invasive, non-native plant species in .
order to restore a longleaf pine stand to |
its open aspect. Techniques for restoration
may include the use of herbicides or |
mechanical removal of undesirable trees |
and shrubs.
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The forest seen hy_ eary ezplorers to
the southeastem U.3. shared several
fundamental characteristics;: '

®Tall, majestic, and ancient stands
dominated by a single species of tree;
the longleaf pine / -
L] consﬁi ous lach of midstory trees
and sh presented a scenic vista
througl'l:t ; ,

oA well  developed ground layer,
dominated b ‘grasses helped to
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Up until d - Irec yeurs ayo os
far a: one :ouid see there was o
seemingly unending wildemess of

longleaf pine in the 3Joutheasterm LU.S.
stretdhing all the way to easterm Texas to
southemn Virginia. For comparisons sahe,
today, one would have to drive for 3 days
before they left the range that was once
y longleaf pine.

M ave gone as
; y #one of the finest
timber trees the wo as ever hnown.” It
wash’t long before investors saw dreams of
green gnld in the virgin inrettt of longleaf
pine. By the tum of the 20th century, most
of the longleaf pine forest was bled by the
turpentine industry or logged from the
southem landscape to supply timber for a
growmg nation. 1

far to call

L ugg;ing*l and gathering
turpentine in the ancient
longleaf forests

Forests converted
to intensive
production

Many remnant longleaf forest: were
cither lost to urban or agricultural
development or replanted with dense
rows of fast growing pine species such
as slash or loblelly. Few macde efforts

—

to replant the native

forests of longleaf
pine. Instead, most 2
of the logging was | = :
done with the ideq‘"_j :

to *cut out and get

Typical cutover
longleaf forest

- Biological Importance

Accounts by explorers and naturalists
to the inul:hemt described the native

' ] forest as *a plain mostly
| forested in long leaved
pine, tl'[e ecrth covered
with grqss. interspersed
.| with clrl infinite variety
s*. Today, close

uhnut % of this once
ata
J J mugmﬂg&nt longleaf
Gopher pine 'iure;t has been
T ortoise

destmyeﬂ.

wildflowers



	

