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The Traveling ExhibitThe Traveling Exhibit 

• The ExhibitThe Exhibit
Source

PurposePurpose

Organization

• IBBY/USBBY



International Youth LibraryInternational Youth Library

Schloss Blutenburg, Munich, Germany
Founded 1949 by Jella Lepman with 8,000 international children’s books



Children Between Worlds –Children Between Worlds 

• Definition of Children between Worlds
– Immigrants, people caught between two different cultures; 

people who are different
President Elect Obama a perfect example: 

“He is growing up in Hawaii and when he comes to the 
mainland he has to work at it [his Black identity]… He is not 
socialized like other people ” Randall Kennedy, a professor 
at Harvard Law School

“…he is open to the world in a way that most Americans…he is open to the world in a way that most Americans 
have not had the opportunity to be. That is something  that 
outsiders have to do.”  David Levering Lewis, Historian
“ The Joshua Generation” by David Remnick New Yorker Magazine Nov 17 2008 p 72 The Joshua Generation  by David Remnick, New Yorker Magazine, Nov. 17, 2008, p. 72



Immigrants, People caught between two 
lt P l h diff tcultures; People who are different

• Perspective of the mainstreamp
– Tolerance or acceptance
– Opportunity to learn from newcomer 
P i f h /• Perspective of the newcomer/stranger
– Learning about the new country/surviving/ exploring
– Assimilation v Maintaining one’s cultural identity –Assimilation v. Maintaining one s cultural identity 
balance

• Children truly between two worlds
– Children acting as liaisons between cultures in conflict
– Refugees : You may not be welcome in the new place, 
but you can’t go homey g



Dreaming about the Larger WorldDreaming about the Larger World 

• Main themeMain theme 
– The world is a wondrous and varied place

• Ways theme is developedWays theme is developed 
– photographic celebrations of the world’s wonders
– We are different but we share the same basicWe are different but we share the same basic 
human needs

– Art and artifacts form different cultures
– World tours celebrating our differences and 
similarities



Perspective of the mainstream 

• Main themes in picture books‐ AcceptanceMain themes in picture books Acceptance 



Vimala is One of UsVimala is One of Us



Vimala is One of UsVimala is One of Us



RachidRachid

Acceptance and valuing what newcomer has toAcceptance and valuing what newcomer has to 
offer 



RachidRachid



RachidRachid



Africa Behind the FenceAfrica Behind the Fence

Learning from newcomerLearning from newcomer



Africa Behind the FenceAfrica Behind the Fence



Africa Behind the FenceAfrica Behind the Fence



Being Open to the NewBeing Open to the New

Two German picture books for older childrenTwo German picture books for older children 
challenge readers: 

• To be adventurous and open to the unknown  
id d i i h diffto avoid demonizing the strange or different

• To recognize the dangers of trying to stay safe 
by keeping out strangers. y p g g



The Land of CornersThe Land of Corners

Discovering that there is more to the worldDiscovering that there is more to the world



The Land of CornersThe Land of Corners



The Land of CornersThe Land of Corners



Land of CornersLand of Corners



The Land of CornersThe Land of Corners



The IslandThe Island



The IslandThe Island



The IslandThe Island



The IslandThe Island



The IslandThe Island



Perspectives of the NewcomerPerspectives of the Newcomer

Being New and Exploring Learning new perspectivesBeing New and  Exploring Learning new perspectives



Assimilation v. Maintaining One’s Own 
l h lCulture – Achieving Balance 



Children Truly Between WorldsChildren Truly Between Worlds



Refugees – Children truly caught 
b ldbetween two worlds



Dreaming About the Larger WorldDreaming About the Larger World

Photographic celebrationsPhotographic celebrations



We all Share the Same Basic Needs
If the World Were a Village by David Smith



We all share the Same Basic Needs: 
If the World Were a Village by David Smith



We Are Different but Share the Same 
dNeeds



Art and Artifacts from Different 
lCultures



Pourquoi si FachePourquoi si Fache



Art and Artifacts of the ImaginationArt and Artifacts of the Imagination



World Tours Celebrating our 
ff d lDifferences and Similarities



World Tours Celebrating our Differences 
d Si il itiand Similarities



We are Many, but we are All OneWe are Many, but we are All One



One and SevenOne and Seven



We are All Children Between WorldsWe are All Children Between Worlds

• Traditional v modernTraditional v. modern

• Reading linearly vs. online text with hyperlinks 
piecing bits and bytes together– piecing bits and bytes together

• An era of unlimited growth vs. planning for a 
i bl fsustainable future

What we need is imagination, tolerance, and a 
spirit of adventure to span our worlds



Imagination and a Spirit of AdventureImagination and a Spirit of Adventure



The Storyteller ArrivesThe Storyteller Arrives



There once was a shepherd whose 
name was Sami… 



And they lived happily ever after. But...And they lived happily ever after. But...



There once was a shepherd whose 
name was Sami…



Where to Find International BooksWhere to Find International Books

• Auburn University‐Ralph Brown Draughon Library has ordered these 
b k d l th i i t f th f ll i dbooks and also owns the recipients of the following award: 

• Hans Christian Andersen Awards  from International Board on 
Books for Youth (http://www.ibby.org/index.php?id=273); 

• Mildred L Batchelder Award from Assoc Lib Services for Children• Mildred L. Batchelder Award from  Assoc. Lib.Services for Children 
(http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia
/batchelderaward/index.cfm ), 

• United States Board on Books for Young People’s “OutstandingUnited States Board on Books for Young People s  Outstanding 
International Books” http://www.usbby.org ; 

• International Children’s Digital Library 
(http://www.icdlbooks.org/index.shtml ); 

• Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Awards from the United Kingdom 
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/home/index.php



For Every ChildFor Every Child




